SUBMISSION FROM IRELAND

FOR DECLARATION OF VHS FREEDOM FOR CAPE CLEAR ISLAND IN ACCORDANCE WITH ANNEX IV OF COMMISSION DECISION 2009/177/EC

December 3rd, 2009.

BACKGROUND
In relation to Ireland, Commission Decision 2009/177/EC declares “all continental and coastal areas within it’s territory except Cape Clear Island”  to be free of VHS.

There is only one aquaculture facility on Cape Clear Island.  This business is a land based operation which is serviced with water which is pumped ashore from the seawater surrounding the island. 

In 1997, turbot which were farmed on this site experienced an outbreak of VHS (Genotype III). The site was completely cleared, cleaned, and disinfected under the supervision of the competent authority and was subsequently fallowed for approximately 5 years. At that point, the site was modified to become an abalone facility and was subsequently re-stocked with Haliotis tuberculata and Haliotis discus hannai, neither of which are susceptible to VHSV. 
Finfish have not been held on this site since January 1998 and there are no plans to diversify away from the species of abalone currently held there. 
The objective of this application is to recognise that VHS has been eradicated from the compartment at Cape Clear and to ensure that the entire territory of Ireland can be recognised as a VHS free area (Category I) under the new legislation.
1. Identification of the programme

Declaring Member State : Ireland

Competent Authority: The Marine Institute, Renville, Oranmore, Co. Galway. Tel 00353-91-387200 / Fax 091-387201. Email Fiona.geoghegan@marine.ie
Reference of this document: 09FHU/ VHS1

Date sent to the Commission: December 3rd, 2009.

2. Type of communication
2.1    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Declaration of disease-free status
2.2    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Application for surveillance programme
3. National Legislation

S.I. No 261 of 2008  European Communities (Health of Aquaculture Animals and Products) Regulations 2008 (available on www.marine.ie/fishhealth)

4. Diseases

4.1 Fish   FORMCHECKBOX 
 VHS   FORMCHECKBOX 
 IHN  FORMCHECKBOX 
  ISA   FORMCHECKBOX 
  KHV  

4.2 Molluscs  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Marteilia refringens   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Bonamia ostreae

4.3 Crustaceans  FORMCHECKBOX 
 White spot disease
5. Grounds for disease-free status

5.1  FORMCHECKBOX 
  No susceptibles

5.2  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Pathogen not viable

5.3  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Historic free-status

5.4  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Targeted surveillance
6. General information on the programmes

  6.1 Competent Authority
The duties and powers of the Competent Authority are as outlined in SI No 261 of 2008. All staff employed in the execution of these duties (see Annex 1) are fully trained and competent to carry out the role which has been assigned to them.

6.2  Organisation, supervision of all stakeholders involved in the programme

All Aquaculture Production Businesses in Ireland are under the control of the competent authority and have been authorised in accordance with Council Directive 2006/88/EC and SI No 261 of 2008 (see the Irish Aquaculture Register which is available on www. marine.ie/ fishhealth for details).

6.3 An overview of the structure of the aquaculture industry in the area in question, including types of production and species kept

All Aquaculture Production Businesses in Ireland, with the exception of the farm in question on Cape Clear Island, have been declared free of VHS according to Commission Decision 2009/177/EC.

The farm at Cape Clear is a land based tank facility which pumps seawater ashore and in 1997, turbot which were farmed on this site experienced an outbreak of VHS (Genotype III). The site was completely cleared, cleaned, and disinfected under the supervision of the competent authority. The site was fallowed for approximately 5 years and was subsequently re-stocked with two species of abalone (Haliotis tuberculata and Haliotis discus hannai)., neither of which is susceptible to VHSV. Finfish have not been held on this site since January 1998 and there are no plans to diversify away from the species currently held there.  The objective of this application is to recognise that VHS has been eradicated from this compartment at Cape Clear and to ensure that the entire territory of Ireland can be recognised as a VHS free area (Category I).
6.4 The notification to the competent authority of the suspicion and confirmation of VHS has been compulsory since when (date)? 

Notification of VHS has been compulsory since 1 August 1996, although prior to that, all diseases of aquaculture animals were reportable under the provisions of the aquaculture legislation, which dates back to 1957.
6.5 Early detection system in place throughout the Member State, enabling the competent authority to undertake effective disease investigation and reporting since when (date)?

The reporting of increased mortality has been in place in Ireland for more than 20 years, under the aquaculture legislation.  More specifically, the reporting of increased unexplained mortality and/ or suspicion /confirmation of the presence of VHS has been mandatory in Ireland since August 1, 1996. Ongoing training and support is also provided to fish health professionals, veterinarians and fisheries biologists on an ongoing basis, in relation to the recognition of all of the diseases listed in Council Directive 2006/88/EC.

6.6 Source of aquaculture animals of species susceptible to the disease in question entering the Member State, zone or Compartment for farming

To date, certified eggs of aquaculture origin have been imported from the UK, Denmark, Iceland, Norway and North America. All movements of susceptible animals are tracked by the competent authority via the notification system prescribed in SI No 261 of 2008. Prior to 2008, movements were tracked as a consequence of the provisions of the aquaculture licensing system. Currently, all consignments of susceptible species must be certified according to the provisions of Commission Regulation 1251/2008/EC and Commission Decision 2004/453/EC.
6.7 Guidelines on good hygiene practice

In order to obtain a Fish Health Authorisation under Directive 2006/88/EC, each operation in Ireland had to submit a Fish Health Management Plan (FHMP) for their site(s) to the Marine Institute.  A section of the FHMP deals specifically with the biosecurity measures which pertain to the site(s) in question. These measures have now been approved and audited by the Marine Institute.   

7.0 Area covered

7.1   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Member State

7.2   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Zone (entire water catchment area)

7.3   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Zone (part of catchment area)

7.4   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Zone (more than one catchment area)

7.5  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Compartment independent of the surrounding health status

· Identify and describe for each farm the water supply

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Well, borehole or spring

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Water treatment plant inactivating the relevant pathogen 

The water to the farm in Cape Clear is pumped ashore, fed into a lagoon and then filtered through gravel beds at which point it is UV treated before being pumped into the tanks.
· Identify and describe for each farm, natural and artificial barriers and justify its capability to prevent aquatic animals from entering the farm/ compartment from surrounding waters.

This farm is 8M above sea level.  The water is pumped ashore from the sea surrounding the island and it is filtered through gravel filters before being UV treated.  It is not possible for wild fish to enter the compartment given this pumping and filtration process.

· Identify and describe for each farm, the protection against flooding and infiltration of water from surrounding water courses.

See comments above – all water is pumped ashore from a depth of more than 8M.  There is no chance of flooding at the site in Cape Clear.
7.6   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Compartment dependent on the surrounding health status
8.0 Geographical demarcation
The exact location of the compartment (Cape Clear) for which VHS free status is sought, is outlined in Annex 1.

The registration number of the farm is: FHA-159

The geographical co-ordinates are: -9.492306 and 51.438785

8.1   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Farms or mollusc farming areas covered
8.2   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-free buffer zone

8.3   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-free zones or compartments

· Geographical demarcation: See Annex 1

· Farm covered: Mara Chleire Teo, Cape Clear Island, Co. Cork.

· Geographical situation: -9.492306 and 51.438785

· Health Status: Still designated as VHS infected due to outbreak in 1997

8.4   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Extension of disease free zone to other Member States
8.5   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Existing disease-free zones/ compartments in the vicinity
9. Farms or mollusc farming areas which commence or recommence their activities
9.1   FORMCHECKBOX 
 New farm

9.2   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Recommencing farm



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Health history of farm known to competent authority


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not currently subject to animal health measures in respect of listed  disease

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Farm cleaned, disinfected and fallowed
ANNEX 1
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