Address

15 December November 2009.
Dear Sir/ Madam,

Re: Importation of Live Fish, Molluscs and Crustacea for Ornamental Purposes

1.0 NEW FISH HEALTH REGULATIONS

You will have received a letter from us earlier this year, advising you of the new import regulations for ornamental animals.  These are summarised in the table below, for your information. You were advised that your suppliers must be aware of the new health certificate requirements which have been in place since 1st August 2009, and that certificates as detailed below should issue for import consignments.
	SCENARIO
	CERTIFICATE

	Consignments of coldwater ornamental fish from another EU Member State
	Commission Regulation (EC) No 1251/2008, Annex II, Part A  and Annex III of Commission Decision 2004/453/EC

	Consignments of tropical ornamental fish from another EU Member State
	No Certification required

	Consignments of coldwater or mixed (i.e. coldwater and tropical) ornamental fish from outside the EU
	Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1251/2008, Annex IV, Part A

	Consignments of tropical ornamental fish from outside the EU
	Commission Regulation (EC) No. 1251/2008, Annex IV, Part B is sufficient but they can also be imported on Commission regulation (EC) No. 1251/2008, Annex IV, Part A e.g. as part of a mixed consignment


Note: Tropical species are ornamental aquatic animals which are held in heated aquaria and which are not capable of surviving  in the natural aquatic environment in Ireland.
You were also advised which Third Countries are authorised to trade with the European Community.  Please check www.marine.ie/fishhealth, if you are unsure. Details of which European countries have a health status comparable to our own and from which we can obtain cold water ornamental fish have also been posted on the above website, for your information. 
2.0 FUTURE MANAGEMENT OF ORNAMENTAL IMPORTS
In our letter of 16th July 2009, we also mentioned that as a consequence of the new legislation, we would be putting new procedures in place in relation to the importation of ornamental animals.  
The purpose of this letter is to inform you about these new measures so you can ensure that your business is operating in compliance with national legislation.

3.0 THE REGISTER OF ORNAMENTAL IMPORTERS

From 1st February 2010, all importers of ornamental aquatic animals must be registered with the Marine Institute i.e. your name (if you are a private importer or sole trader) or the name of your company must appear on the Register of Ornamental Importers.  
It should be noted that if you do not appear on the register you cannot import live fish, molluscs or crustacea – this will obviously have a very serious negative impact on your business.  To register, please complete the attached form and return it to us by 22nd January 2010.
Once you are on the Register of Ornamental Importers and continue to comply with the requirements of that registration, your name/ the name of your company will stay on the register and your registration will not require renewal. 

4.0 NOTIFICATION PRIOR TO IMPORT
In addition to becoming a registered importer, you must also complete an Import Notification Form at least 24 hours in advance of import, to alert the Marine Institute to the impending arrival of your ornamental consignment.  
The only EXCEPTION to this requirement relates to imports from Northern Ireland, where the NI Authorities will notify the Marine Institute DIRECTLY of such imports (i.e. the importer does not have to notify us).  It should be noted however, that to import ornamental animals from Northern Ireland, you must still appear on the Register of Importers (see Section 3.0 above).
An example of the Notification Form for the Import of Ornamental Aquatic Animals from areas other than Northern Ireland, is also attached.

This may be returned to the Marine Institute by faxing it to 091-387201 or by emailing to notification@marine.ie 

Failing to notify the Marine Institute of imports (other than the exemption outlined above), could result in your removal from the register of Ornamental Importers. 
5.0 INFORMATION

We are currently in the process of updating our website www.marine.ie/fishhealth, to reflect the new legislation, documentation and procedures.  You may wish to check this before importing new species and periodically for updates affecting fish/ shellfish health matters.
Yours sincerely,

Fiona Geoghegan 

Fish Health Unit Manager
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