Dublin Declaration


27th June, 2007
The European “Coastlink” Maritime Transport Community:
Recognising the great importance of maritime transport for Europe’s economic, social and environmental development, and in particular the major challenge posed by the need for energy-efficient transport, as well as the significant opportunities offered by the global market economy: 

· Welcomes and supports the Commission’s proposal for an all embracing European Maritime Policy in the White Paper on Maritime Transport (2002) “A Time to Decide” and the recent consultation process surrounding the EU Green Paper “Towards a future for the Union: A European Vision for the Oceans and Seas”.
· Recognises the need for the European maritime transport sector to improve performance in servicing its customers’ needs, both economically and in line with European transport policy. 

· Highlights the obstacles to sustainable growth presented by congestion at European ports, and the need for greater recognition at super-national level that innovative solutions are required to address the strategic imbalances.
· Calls for urgent action by the European Commission and the Member States to further develop and enhance a partnership with the appropriate stakeholders to :

1. Address the imbalance of investment in road infrastructure over maritime transport.
2. Assist maritime transport providers to educate potential customers regarding services available in their respective markets.
3. Develop government policies to encourage maritime transport as a cost-effective, environmentally friendly alternative to road and air freight.

4. Encourage increased productivity in ports, including recognition of the importance of feeder services, and the value of port space.

5. Educate importers on the value of maritime transport and include them in the planning process for maritime transport facilities and services.

6. Implement a cohesive and inclusive strategy for modal change, taking into account the needs of all stakeholders to include:
· Vessel sharing and feeder networks to avoid congestion

· Improved level and regularity of service on peak lo-lo and ro-ro routes

· Plans to reduce congestion at key bottlenecks in European ports ( e.g. Rotterdam ECT, Southampton, St. Petersberg and Barcelona

· Planned port infrastructure with adequate road and rail links, adequate hinterland infrastructure and connections, as well as adequate drivers and labour to ensure provision of twenty-four hour services where required.

· Integration of shipping terminals into the supply chain

· Improved vessel availability.

· Communication between shippers and shipping lines in advance of service requirement to avoid peak period demand. 

· Possible intervention to facilitate box repositioning
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Rationale: The above actions will support the objectives of the proposed EU Maritime Policy, delivering significant added-value in the key areas:

· Economic Development: by increasing Europe’s share of the estimated €4,360 billion global maritime market economy through provision of an efficient and competitive maritime transport system across Europe.
· Ocean and Coastal Governance: by assisting the application of the principles of marine spatial planning to maritime transport and its support infrastructure. 
Background

The Coastlink 2007 Conference (Dublin, Ireland, 26th – 27th June 2007), occurring as it did during the final period of a commendable public consultation process on the EU Maritime Policy Green Paper, provided a unique opportunity for the European Maritime Transport Community to respond to the EU Green Paper “Towards a future for the Union: A European Vision for the Oceans and Seas”.

The Conference, attended by circa 140 representatives of the European maritime transport community and other key stakeholders from European Union coastal states, in addition to Norway and Israel, came together to formulate views and propose strategic initiatives regarding the role of maritime transport in achieving the goals of the Maritime Policy. 
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