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1. BACKGROUND

Ostreid herpesvirus 1 µvar (OsHV-1µvar) is not listed in the EU aquatic animal health legislation (Council Directive 2006/88/EC of 24 October 2006).  The disease associated with infection with OsHV-1µvar, is however, controlled under emergency measures which were put in place under Commission Regulation (EU) 175/2010, in March 2010.  The measures covered by this legislation have been the subject of a previous Guidance Document prepared by the Marine Institute and which was circulated to industry in February 2010. With the agreement of all Member States, Commission Regulation (EU)175/2010 has been extended beyond its original deadline of 31 December 2010, and now expires on 30 April 2011.

From 1 May 2011, a new piece of legislation will apply (Commission Decision 2011/187/EU).  This legislation has been the subject of a number of EU Working Groups and was agreed recently in Brussels. The main objective of the legislation is to protect the areas within the Community which are still free of OsHV-1uvar, and which wish to remain so.  This will be achieved through the establishment of disease free compartments, where biosecurity measures will be put in place and where a targeted testing regime will be established, to ensure that the health status of each compartment is known and can be protected. The surveillance programme will be achieved under Article 43 of the Directive, which is the mechanism which we already use to control certain finfish diseases of national importance. 
In our case, the OsHV-1uvar surveillance areas will be the same as those which were established in 2010, with the exception of the bays where last years testing regime indicated that the infection was present.  Annex I gives full details of each of the compartments and the bays which comprise each compartment. Each of the bays which are listed will be tested for OsHV-1uvar.
The new measures will remain in place until 30 April 2013, at which point they will be reviewed by the Commission and may be extended, amended or discontinued.

2. SCOPE OF THE SURVEILLANCE PROGRAMME

The kernel of the new legislation (Commission Decision 2011/187/EU) is the establishment of surveillance areas into which trade in C.gigas will be restricted. These are areas where OsHV-1uvar has not been detected, to date. Movements of C.gigas into these surveillance areas may only take place from areas of equal health status i.e. the site of origin must also be in a surveillance area. All movements of C.gigas into surveillance areas for farming, depuration, or dispatch, must originate from surveillance areas and must be certified in accordance with Commission Regulation 1251/2008/EC (see www.marine.ie/fishhealth). 
At this moment in time, this means that surveillance areas within Ireland:

· can receive certified C.gigas from other surveillance areas in Ireland (see Annex I for details)

· can import certified C.gigas from all areas in Great Britain except Whistable Bay in Kent

· can import certified C.gigas from all areas in Northern Ireland except Killough Bay

Surveillance areas in Ireland cannot however, import C.gigas from other Member States (including France) as they have not established Surveillance Programmes. If this changes over time, the information will be disseminated to the Irish industry, so that informed decisions can be made.
3. WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR OPERATORS IN A SURVEILLANCE AREA?

If you are a C.gigas farmer who operates in a surveillance area, the following parameters apply from May 1st:

· You may only bring C.gigas onto your site which have been sourced from the areas outlined in Section 2 above and which have come in certified according to Commission Regulation 1251/2008
· Each bay which is part of the surveillance programme will be tested according to the parameters outlined in Section 4 below 

· As is the case for all mollusc producers, you must report increased mortality to the MI for further investigation; observe appropriate biosecurity measures; maintain mandatory records; notify movements in advance etc
· You may supply C.gigas to 

i. other surveillance areas (they must be certified out by the MI)
ii. areas which are known to be infected with OsHV-1uvar (no certification required but the MI must be notified)
iii. areas where the OsHV1-uvar status is unknown but which are not participating in an OsHV1-uvar surveillance programme (no certification required but the MI must be notified) 

4. WHAT SORT OF SAMPLES WILL BE TAKEN FROM SURVEILLANCE AREAS AND WHEN WILL THEY BE TAKEN?

· The species to be sampled is Crassostrea gigas
· A sample of C.gigas will consist of the following:
i. In the case of larvae, 3 pools of 50mg of whole oysters (including shell), which should be collected between 4 and 8 days after fecundation

ii. In the case of spat smaller than or equal to 6mm, 30 pools of 300mg of whole oysters (including the shell)

iii. In the case of oysters larger than 6mm, 150 oysters to be tested individually.
· In a given on-growing site, it is likely that the sample will consist of oysters larger than 6mm and 150 individual oysters will therefore, be sampled. Depending on the bay, the sample of 150 oysters may be taken from one site or may consist of a total of 150 oysters which have been taken from 2 or 3 sites (e.g. 75 per site or 50 per site). 

· In sites other than hatcheries, the sample will be taken at the time of year when water temperatures have reached 16°C.
· In hatcheries, samples (as outlined in Bullet 2 above) will be taken from each production cohort.  In cases where the oysters to be sampled are not kept at 16°C, they must be stored at this temperature for two weeks prior to testing.

· Any abnormal mortality should however, be reported to the MI for investigation, even if it occurs after your surveillance sample has been taken.

5. ARE THERE ANY RESTRICTIONS ON DEPURATION UNITS AND DISPATCH CENTRES DISCHARGING WATER INTO SURVEILLANCE AREAS? 

· Depuration Units and Dispatch Centres which discharge untreated water into the surveillance areas detailed in Annex I, must only source C.gigas from areas of an equal health status i.e. from other surveillance areas.  All oysters going into these dispatch units and depuration centres must be certified as being from an OsHV-1uvar surveillance area, according to Commission Regulation 1251/2008/EC (See Annex II).
· The only exception to this requirement is where the depuration/ dispatch operation has an effluent treatment system which is capable of inactivating enveloped viruses and has been validated by the Marine Institute.

6. WHAT HAPPENS IN OsHV1-uvar INFECTED AREAS?

· Farmers in OsHV-1uvar infected areas can source stock from other infected areas as well as from non-infected (surveillance) areas

· Farmers in OsHV-1uvar infected areas cannot supply C.gigas to surveillance areas for farming, depuration or dispatch (unless the exemption outlined in Bullet 2 of Section 5 above, applies.) 

· Farmers must continue to adhere to all elements of Directive 2006/88/EC i.e. report increased mortality; observe appropriate biosecurity measures; maintain mandatory records; notify movements to the MI etc
· Mandatory testing for OsHV-1uvar will not be required in areas which are known to be infected.

· Mandatory certification out of the infected areas during the period when summer mortality is ongoing will not be required (this is a significant change from the Regulations which were in place during the summer of 2010). However, movements out of areas where there are clinical outbreaks of disease, for further farming or re-stocking, can only occur if:  

· The animals are clinically healthy and

· They do not come from a farm or mollusc farming area where there is unresolved increased mortality

It should be noted that this does not apply to animals which are being placed on the market for direct human consumption
7. SUMMARY
Regulation (EU) 175/ 2010 which has been in place since March 2010, will expire on April 30th.  On May 1st, it will be replaced by a new Commission Decision (2011/187/EU) which amends Decision 2010/221/EU, and which approves national measures for limiting the impact of Ostreid herpesvirus-1 uvar (OsHV-1uvar), under Article 43 of Directive 2006/88/EC. This Decision will remain in place until April 30th, 2013.
The new legislation aims to protect areas which have remained free from OsHV-1uvar (surveillance areas) by allowing only certified movements into these areas from other surveillance areas.  These restrictions cover C.gigas for further farming, as well as C.gigas destined for depuration units or dispatch centres.  The only exception to these restrictions relates to C.gigas destined for depuration units/ dispatch centres, which are fitted with effluent treatment systems which have been validated by the competent authority.

From May 1st, the only restrictions which attach to sites which are known to be infected with OsHV-1uvar, are the basic requirements set out in Section 6 above.
ANNEX 1
OsHV-1uvar Surveillance Areas
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Bay_Ref_no SampleArea
1A Sheephaven
1B Gweedore
2 Gweebarra
3A Drumcliff Bay
3B Killala Bay
3C Broadhaven
3D Blacksod Bay
4A Ballinakill
4B Streamstown Bay
5A Bertraghboy
5B Galway Bay
6A Shannon Estuary
6B Poulnasherry
6C Ballylongford
6D Askeaton
7 Kenmare
8 Dunmanus
9A Kinsale
9B Oysterhaven
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