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introduction

The Marine Institute operates the national marine research fleet
 (RV Celtic Explorer and RV Celtic Voyager), and associated research infrastructure, on behalf of the Irish Government and the Irish marine community on a charter basis.  

Sea Change, A Marine Knowledge, Research & Innovation Strategy for Ireland 2007-2013
, identified the need to build new research capacity and capability in order to augment and further develop the national potential for executing world-class multidisciplinary marine research.  The provision of hands-on training for undergraduate and postgraduate students is essential in order to develop the next generation of marine scientists.  Access to the national research vessels via structured training programmes provides students with invaluable experience to assist them in entering the workforce, across a wide range of activities (research, monitoring etc). 
Applications are now being invited for grant-aid for ship-time on the national research vessels (R.V. Celtic Explorer and R.V. Celtic Voyager) for higher education institutions within the island of Ireland, to provide dedicated on-board training programmes for postgraduate and/or undergraduate students.
N.B. The Celtic Voyager is the dedicated training vessel.  However, in certain circumstances, and where sufficient justification is provided, grant-aid can be provided for use of the Celtic Explorer in training programmes.  
Who may apply?

Applications for grant-aid for ship-time to conduct training programmes onboard the research vessels will be accepted from Higher Education Institutions on the island of Ireland with relevant undergraduate/postgraduate courses and/or postgraduate research students.
Terms and Conditions 
Applications are accepted for either once-off or annual dedicated training programmes.  Depending on the strength of the justification provided in the application, and the availability of funding, a commitment to provide ship-time on a multi-annual basis for up to five years may be possible.  

If you submitted an application in 2008 for an annual training programme that started in 2009 and you wish to carry out training during 2010 you do not need to re-apply for funding (Step 2 of Application Procedure, below).  However, you will need to complete an application for ship-time via the online Survey Planning System
 (See Step 1 of Application Procedure, below).  .  
Grant-Aid

· Funding is provided for ship-time on the R.V. Celtic Explorer and R.V. Celtic Voyager.  It may be awarded in lots of single or multiple days, depending on the evaluators’ recommendations.  
· Applicants may apply for funding to cover all or part of the vessel charter costs.  The leveraging of funds from other sources for a portion of the total amount of ship-time applied for is strongly encouraged and should be clearly stated in the application form.

· Grant-aid covers use of the vessels, full crew, fuel (at economical service speed), victuals and other standard operating costs. Grantees will not invoice the Marine Institute for any third party costs, such as salary costs, equipment manufacture, repair, transport or rental, consumables, travel and subsistence costs, sub-contracting and assistance, publication costs and overheads. 
· The allocation of ship-time is dependant upon the availability of ship-time and funding.
· Survey schedules can change during the year. 
· Allocated ship-time includes 1-day mobilisation at the start of the programme and a-1 day demobilisation at the end of the programme. Applicants should bear this in mind when applying for ship-time. Although efforts will be made to facilitate early departure and/or late arrival, this cannot always be guaranteed and users should plan accordingly.  
· If the number of grant-aided days are reduced by the Marine Institute for any reason or if the vessels are prevented from working (e.g. by poor weather or technical difficulties) no cash or any other form of compensation shall be payable in respect of any time lost. 
· Vessel users should note that any equipment that they bring onboard the vessels is done so at their own risk.  Users must indemnify the Marine Institute against loss or damage to their equipment whilst it is carried onboard or deployed from either vessel.
Reporting
· Successful grantees must furnish a Report on the Training Programme to the Marine Institute.  This should be submitted, within three months of completion of the programme, digitally and in hard-copy, using a template provided by the Marine Institute. 
Acknowledgements

· All publications/presentations/publicity arising from the Training Programme should carry an acknowledgement of the funding source in a format to be advised in writing by the Marine Institute.
Datasets
· It is the responsibility of the Grantee to submit a full description of the dataset(s) acquired during the Training Programme (if applicable) to the Marine Institute in ISO 19115 standard format. A template will be provided by the Marine Institute for this purpose. This metadata is additional to any formal project reports, and will be made publicly available. The Grantee is required to provide details of how such datasets will be maintained and how other researchers can access and make use of them. 
· If requested, the Grantee may be required to provide digital copies of all data to the Marine Institute at no additional cost. If requested by the Grantee, datasets will not be made publicly available (other than to the Grantee and Marine Institute staff) for a period of 12 months after the publication of the project report, but all datasets may thereafter be made publicly available.
TeCHNICAL INFORMATION
Applicants are advised to refer to the Marine Institute’s website (Vessel User Information section
), which provides logistical information for the organisation of training programmes.  This includes information on:
· Personal Survival Techniques Training Courses;
· Medical requirements; and
· Undertaking research in Marine Special Areas of Conservation.
In addition, applicants should note the following:

· The Celtic Voyager can sail with a maximum of 9 scientists when operating with the minimum ships crew of 6. Scientists require valid ENG 11 (seafarers medical) and Personal Survival Training certificates. For the purpose of student training exercises the vessel can also accommodate an additional 12 passengers (no medical or additional training certification required) when sailing on voyages within 30 nautical miles of land and in favourable weather conditions. 

· The Celtic Explorer can sail with a maximum compliment of 18 scientists and a minimum of 13 ships crew. Scientists require valid ENG 11 (seafarers medical) and Personal Survival Training certificates. For the purpose of student training exercises the vessel can accommodate a total of 12 passengers (no medical or additional training certification required) in favourable weather conditions but cannot exceed the total compliment (ships crew, scientists and passengers) of 31.
Applicants should also read the Guidelines for Ship-Time Applicants 2010 on the RV OPS web pages
.
EVALUATION of PROPOSALS
A panel established by the Sea Change Management Unit will evaluate eligible proposals. All measures will be taken to ensure objectivity, fairness, quality and confidentiality.  

Eligible applications will be evaluated using the following criteria:

· Nature of the training programme;
· Number of students (undergraduates and postgraduates);

· Multi-disciplinary nature of the training; 
· Utilisation of the data acquired during the training for undergraduate projects or postgraduate programmes
· Experience of the chief scientist; and

· Benefits, impact and contribution of the programme to marine education and research, including impact on research capability building in Ireland.
Applicants should ensure that sufficient information is provided in the application to allow a thorough evaluation.  
APPLICATION PROCEDURE & DEADLINE

Applications must be submitted using a two-step procedure, as follows:

Step 1:  Complete the online Ship-Time Application Form via the Survey Planning System
 (SPS).  

· This new online system has been established to assist RV Operations with vessel planning and logistics, from application through planning through survey execution.  The SPS online application process is designed to capture information on the proposed use of the vessel: e.g. survey dates, mob/de-mob locations, area of operations, no. of personnel and equipment requirements. 
· Consult the SPS User Guide, via the SPS
, before completing an online application.  N.B.  You will need to register to use the system.  Details on how to do this are provided in the User Guide.
· Once you have entered and submitted all the required details via the SPS you will receive email confirmation with a unique Application Code (e.g. APP-CV10001).  This Application Code must be referred to in Step 2.

· Please ensure you complete this step in sufficient time to allow you to complete Step 2 within the deadline.

Step 2: Complete the Grant-Aid Application Form 

· Download the Grant-Aid Application Form from the Marine Institute’s Funding webpage
. Please ensure you download and complete the correct application form (Training Programmes).
· This application form seeks additional information on the proposed training programme to assist in the evaluation of the proposal; e.g. context and rationale, benefits and impacts of the programme.  N.B.  Evaluation of the proposal will be based on the information provided in this Application Form.  Therefore, the information provided here should be consistent with that provided via the SPS application but should include additional information.  
· The application form includes a facility to refer to the unique Application Code assigned during Step 1.
Three signed copies of the completed Grant-Aid Application Form must be provided.  One of these must be unbound.  An electronic version, as one complete document, should also be supplied on CD/Disk in MS Word/PDF format.  
The closing date for receipt of proposals is:

NOT LATER THAN 16:00 HOURS ON TUESDAY 13th OCTOBER 2009
Completed application forms should be posted or hand-delivered, to arrive no later than the stated deadline, to the following address:
Ship-Time Programme 2010
Sea Change Management Unit
Funding and Administration Office
Marine Institute

Rinville,

Oranmore,

Co. Galway.
Late or faxed applications will not be accepted.

The Sea Change Funding and Administration Office will acknowledge receipt of all applications for funding.
Freedom of Information & DATA PROTECTION

Information supplied to the Marine Institute may be disclosed in response to a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 1997 and Freedom of Information (Amendment) Act, 2003. It is the responsibility of the applicant to indicate at the time of making an application which information should not be disclosed and the reasons for non-disclosure.  The Marine Institute will consult with applicants about this information before making a decision on any Freedom of Information.

Personal information supplied to the Marine Institute will be stored by electronic means (e.g. database) for use only in connection with applications for grant-aid. The provisions of the Data Protection Act, 1988 and the Data Protection (Amendment) Act, 2003 will be fully complied with.

CONTACT DETAILS
	For further information contact:

	Funding Office:
Sea Change Management Unit
Funding and Administration Office
Marine Institute 

Rinville

Oranmore 

Co. Galway

Tel.: 091-387200

Email: funding@marine.ie

	Research Vessel Operations:
Research Vessel Operations

Ocean Science Services

Marine Institute

Rinville

Oranmore 

Co. Galway

Tel.: 091-387200

Email: rv@marine.ie



























� � HYPERLINK "http://www.marine.ie/home/Research+Vessels" ��www.marine.ie/home/Research+Vessels� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.marine.ie/home/SeaChange" ��www.marine.ie/home/SeaChange� 
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� � HYPERLINK "http://www.marine.ie/home/funding/FundingCalls/opencalls/Ship-time+2010.htm" ��www.marine.ie/home/funding/FundingCalls/opencalls/Ship-time+2010.htm�
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