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 Project Description 

The aim of AZIPILOT is to improve, by policy and design, the operational safety and security of ships equipped 
with ‘azimuthing’ control devices such as pod-drives. This aim will be achieved by more closely aligning the man-
machine interfaces of azimuthing equipment, with the actual training of maritime pilots and crews in its use. 
AZIPILOT brings together the key industry sectors responsible for the design and testing of such equipment, e.g. 
those involved in simulation and training and the pilots and crews that actually operate azimuthing equipped 
ships. The project provides a forum for cross-disciplinary discussion between the key industry sectors specifically: 
• Specialists in HYDRODYNAMIC MODELLING and testing (both theoretical and experimental) and experts in 

the field of azimuthing control devices.  
• Designers and Manufacturers of MARINE SIMULATION software, hardware and the physical models that 

are used for training marine pilots and crews to use azimuthing equipment. This group encapsulates 
designers, human factors specialists, manufacturers of automation and control systems, joystick systems, 
and graphical user interfaces. 

• MARITIME TRAINING facilities as users of simulation tools to train pilots and crews, and who employ 
specialists in the theory and practice of human factors (physical & behavioral), and experts in the training of 
bridge-crews and pilots.  

• OPERATIONAL PRACTICE professionals including maritime pilots, ship operators & managers, pilot 
associations and end-users, and Maritime Authorities, Regulators and Policy Makers. 

 

 


