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Project Description

Euro-Argo is a major European component of the world-wide in situ global ocean observing system (GOOS) and, in
particular, the global Argo Programme. The Argo objective is to develop a global array of approximately 3000
autonomous Argo profiling floats (spaced 300 km apart, on average) throughout the ice-free areas of the deep
ocean. The floats are battery powered, with a design life of between 3 and 5 years. The 3000 float target was
reached in 2007 but approximately 800 floats must continue be deployed globally each year to maintain the
target array. Temperature and salinity data collected from surface depth to 2000m are transmitted in real time
by satellite to data centres for processing, management, and distribution. The main objective of the Euro-Argo
preparatory phase is to undertake the work needed to ensure that by 2010 Europe will be able to:

Deploy, maintain and operate an array of 800 floats. This will require Europe to deploy 250 floats per

annum worldwide.

Provide a world-class service to the research (climate) and environment monitoring (e.g. GMES)

communities.
This project will consolidate and broaden the present European participation in Argo and will develop further
Europe’s role in leading global ocean observations and in ocean and climate research. By providing adequate
networking and cooperation between member states, it will give an increased visibility to the large contribution
made by Europe to Argo and will contribute to the development of European excellence in Argo-related research.
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