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	Title: Exploring the Seashore – while you are at home and on the Seashore

	Date:
	Class Level: Junior – 6th Class
	Subject:  Science

	Strand: Living Things
	Strand Unit: Plant and Animal life

	Objective: The aim of the lesson plan is for the children to learn about seashore habitats and animal life.

	Developing Skills: • Working scientifically: • Questioning • Observing • Predicting • Investigating  • Estimating and measuring Recording and communicating • Analysing •Evaluating

	Introduction / Discussion:
Discussion: Discuss with the children what types of animals they would expect to find on the seashore, seashore safety and seashore environmental care.  
Find out: What do they know, What do they want to know, What have they learned about the Seashore
See the activities that can be completed at home and on the seashore below:


	The following is a list of activities that can be completed before you go to the seashore, ideas of what you can do at the seashore, followed by some more activities after you come back from the shore.

1. Before you Go to the Seashore:
RESOURCES: 
Explorers Anecdotes about animals on the seashore
This little quick reference guide aims to help you provide some fun ways to describe the animals that you may find on the seashore with children.  Tyical animals might include: lugworm deposits, a crab, hermit crab, starfish, mussels, limpet.
Explorers Seashore Presentation
The Explorers Seashore Presentation can be used to introduce children to the types of animals and plants that you are likely to see on the seashore.  You can also use this to discuss the seashore habitat, zones, as well as a seashore food web.
Explorers Seashore Safety and Conservation Guides
The Explorers Seashore Safety and Conservation Guides provide examples of good practice on the seashore.  It is important that everyone knows what to look out for to help stay safe on the seashore.  It is also important that the children have a good sense of how to explore the shore without damaging or harming the seashore animals and their habitats.

ACTIVITIES:
ENGLISH - Seashore Word Mind map
Discover all the words the children can think of about the Seashore. Identify the seashore words that they are familiar with using a coloured marker.  Introduce new words to explain the different types of animals on the shore.  Add the new words that the children are not familiar with to the word chart in a different colour.  

ENGLISH - Seashore Word Game
Play a game and work out how many words you can find in the word SEASHORE. 

ART - Seashore Word Art Frame
Use the word art frame template and decorate the children’s favourite seashore words 

SPHEA - All about me and the Seashore
Get the children to complete the ‘All about me and the Seashore’ activity sheet to discover new things about themselves, while learning about their favourite seashore animal.

SCIENCE - What Animals Will I See & Where Will I See – Seashore Zones Infographic template
[bookmark: _GoBack]Have a look at the types of animals and seaweeds that are found on the seashore using the Explorers Seashore Presentation and Explorers Anecdotes about animals on the seashore. Create a seashore zones infographic showing the animals and plants you arel likely to see on the seashore.

GEOGRAPHY - Create a Seashore Safety and Conservation Poster
Complete the Seashore Safety and Conservation Code Quiz and then make a poster to share with your friends and family.

ART - Making a Seashore Rockpool Diorama
A seashore rockpool diorama is a great way to bring the seashore home.  This can either be made before or after you go to the seashore.  
2. Investigative Approach at the Seashore:
There are a range of activities that can be carried out on the shore from exploration of living things to building sea monster sandcastles, using shells, stones and seaweeds. We have included some activities but the main one is to just have fun and EXPLORE.

ACTIVITIES: 

GEOGRAPHY / SCIENCE – Explorers Seashore Safari
Some reminders / tips: 
· Be prepared - Check your Seashore safety guide & conservation code
· Know your seashore and tides – make sure you have done a recce before heading down and know when it is low tide; 
· Make sure you have safe shoes, sensible clothing and spare clothing for afterwards 
· Just take a bucket, a small Seashore Guide and a camera-phone – don’t worry about having too much equipment as it can get in the way of exploring.
· Let the Seashore be the “Star”… and just enjoy Exploring”.  
· If you find animals or seaweeds that you can’t find the name for, take a photo and see if you can find a picture of it on line or in a seashore guide.  If you are really stuck share the Explorers team and we will try and help you find the answers: https://www.facebook.com/ExplorersMarineEducation
https://twitter.com/explorersedu

SCIENCE - Explorers Treasure hunt and Quiz
After exploring the shore, complete a Seashore Treasure Hunt and find lots of amazing shells, flotsam and jetsam, seaweeds, stones and more.  The treasure hunt and quiz can be used or adapted to suit your shore.

ART - Build a Seamonster on the Seashore
The seashore is a great place to explore and build sandcastles!  Get the children to use flotsam and jetsam along with lots of sand and build a sandcastle based on their favourite animal discovered on the seashore… or create a sea monster!


3. Back at home:

ACTIVITIES:
ENGLISH - Seashore Exploration:
After the trip at the seashore, spend time discussing the animals and seaweeds discovered.
Get creative with producing artwork and writing stories about the adventures on the seashore.

[bookmark: _Hlk36212163]ENGLISH - Write a story or poem about your Adventures on the Seashore 
Use a the ‘Adventures on the Seashore’ story template and engage with other family members to help write a fun ‘super story’ about the seashore.

ART - Explorer photo montage and / or short film clips on the shore
Using the photos and film footage taken on the seashore, encourage the children to compile the photos into a montage poster, frame the best photos or create a short film being a ‘famous television presenter’ talking about your adventures on the seashore.



	Talk and Discussion:
· Discuss with the children the activities they enjoyed.  Take photos of the artwork and share with friends on social media.  Create additional games and a quiz for to test the family on their knowledge about the seashore.
· Don't forget to tag #Explorers Education Programme

	Resources:
• Online access to investigate the local weather and tides • Worksheet and Activity sheets
•  Sensible clothing for the beach for changeable weather, spare clothing, fresh water, baucket and a small seashore guide.  
· Small pieces of card, glue, A4 sheets of copy paper / art materials including recycled material / small amount (one hand full per child) of clean shells, sand, stones from the seashore. 

	Assessment:
Children: KWL chart (What I know, What I want to know, What I learned) • Observation and questioning: Mind Mapping – colour code what children know / new concepts • Examine learning outcomes before and after e.g. knowledge, understanding, skills • Evaluation: Reflect on learning experiences that lead to the outcomes e.g. attitudes, enjoyment, as well as motivation to learn about the subject.

	Linkage and Integration:
Visual Arts – creative drawing creating awareness of line, shape, form; colour, introduce textiles / recycled items to develop texture • Geography – Weather observation • Geography and Science –  Environmental Care • English – writing stories / poems.
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