
Dalkey School Project NS 
One of the blennies nearly got crushed 
by one of the large rocks, the sea 
anemone moved significantly upwards, 
the rockling finally came out of hiding, 
unbelievably the sea anemone survived 
out of water (while cleaning the tank) 
and strangely the mussel grew a beard. 

One of our 
m u s s e l s 
w a s a l-
most eaten 
b y t h e 
s t a r f i s h . 
We were 
convinced 
he was go-

ing to be the starfish’s lunch because the 
starfish was lying on top of the mussel 
for around two hours but luckily he sur-
vived.  
Maeve and Conor  

Star of the Sea BNS 
Last Friday, our class did a Presentation 
about Bio-
diversity of 
the Sea at 
our school 
assembly as 
part of the 
E x p l o r e r s 
Project. We 
talked about 
topics such as herbivores, omnivores, 
carnivores, food chains and food webs. 

We also talked about how important it is 
not to pollute the sea, how over fishing a 
certain creature can affect a whole food 
chain, making it impossible for other 
creatures in that food chain/web to get 
the food they need. It was an extremely 
interesting presentation and it tied in 
with our green flag on biodiversity.  
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5th Class, Delgany N.S.  

We’re just back from our trip to Sea-Life in Bray today. A lot has changed over the 
week. We came in on Monday morning to find that Patrick (our starfish) ate one of the 
anemones over the weekend. We found out on our trip that this is very unusual but not 
impossible! 

At Sea-Life, we saw lots of different types of sea creatures. The highlights of our trip 
were seeing the sharks, stingrays and octopus and touching the starfish and anemones.  
We also learned about how to clean out our tank using a siphon. In Science class, we 
created our own siphons. We’re enjoying the project so far and look forward to more 
aquarium related activities next week.  



 
Bitter Sweet at New Court  

In New Court this week we had a 
mixture of excitement and sadness. 
The week started off great. On Mon-
day morning we noticed a strange 
translucent prawn shell in the bottom 
of our tank. After sending photos and 
questions to Joanna in Sea-Life we 
realised we had witnessed something 
very special. Our prawn had shed its 
skeleton, this process is called moult-
ing. Moulting is a good sign, it means 
they are growing!  We learned that 
prawns have their skeleton on the 
outside of their body.   

Holy Family NS 

Our starfish fed on Wednesday this 
week. The anemones came out but 
they didn’t eat. The Rockling is very 
greedy, he eats most off the food at 
feeding time. One of the blennies 
didn’t eat at all this week he has been 
very shy and hasn’t really come out 
yet but hopefully he will soon. The 
temperature of the tank is mostly be-
tween 13 and 14 degrees. The rock-
ling’s favourite place is between the 
stacked up rocks. The blennies 
favourite place so far is behind the 
filter, sometimes they fight over it. 
For now it looks like the rockling is 
the boss in the tank. The starfish 
didn’t move at all at feeding time. 

Sadly on Thursday morning we no-
ticed our Butterfish had died. We 
have no idea why! RIP “Gru” 

St Declan’s NS 

When we came in on Monday the ther-
mometer was at the bottom of the tank. 
There was a caffuffle. It looked like an-
other mussel was eaten over the week-
end. We've noticed that one of the but-
terfish seems to change colour but it 
may have to do with the shading in the 
tank. We've realised that one butterfish 
is a bully. He lies in wait for food. When 
we go over to the tank he seems to swim 
to the top expecting to be fed. Today, 
Wednesday we fed the starfish a cockle 
& we observed how he ate it. He 
climbed onto the cockle & he appeared 
to stay very still. Our bully butterfish 
came over several times and tried to 
push him off. At the end of the day the 
starfish was still on top of the cockle. 
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Can$you$spot$the$
prawn’s$

skeleton?$It’s$
called$a$“Moult”$

Two of our Explorers classes have news about their aquariums on their school blogs.
Star of the Sea BNS is at:http://5thstarbns.wordpress.com
St Peter’s is at: http://www.stpetersbrayblog.com

http://5thstarbns.wordpress.com
http://www.stpetersbrayblog.com
http://5thstarbns.wordpress.com
http://www.stpetersbrayblog.com


St. Pius X, G.N.S. 

After two weeks and our creatures 
have finally come out of their shells. 
They`re showing us their exciting 
personalities and we decided to name 
them.  

Peeta (green shanny) has been acting 
very strangely....he keeps swimming 
to the surface to take gulps of air. 
Ariel (starfish) spit out her stomach 
and hungrily ate a cockle with a little 
bit of help from Katniss (black shan-
ny)!  We thought Ariel was dead but 
it turns out she`s still alive and for 
the first time moved to the other side 
of the aquarium.   #Jeff (prawn) was 
trying to escape from the tank by 
climbing onto the cleaner.  He`s real-
ly energetic and cheeky but he`s very 
photogenic!  Peeta is the quieter of 
the shannies and keeps changing 
colour from black to a greeny/brown 
and back to black.  The other Shanny 
doesn`t change colour at all which 
we find very strange.  She has a very 
white mouth.   

!  

We learnt that the male shanny turns 
black with a very white mouth when 
breeding!  It`s been a very exciting 
week and there`s lots more to come! 
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____________________ 

Glenageary-Killiney NS 

Breaking Tank News! On Monday we 
cleaned the tank. Dairygold, our butter-
fish was very interested in the cleaner. 
He followed it around the tank. 

On Tuesday we got a new light for our 
tank from Sea-Life. It is now much easi-
er to check on our sea creatures. We also 
found out that Squidgy, our anemone 
who we had hoped might have been hid-
ing in the back of the tank is actually 
dead. RIP Squidgy. 

We filtered the tank on Wednesday. We 
almost sucked up Dairygold he was so 
curious about the siphon.  

When we fed the fish on Thursday it 
was very interesting. Marmalade, our 
starfish at the whole cockle. He bent all 
of his arms over the cockle and hunched 
his back. 

________________________________ 
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Peeta the Shanny changes colour

Two of our Explorers classes (Dalkey Project and 
Greystones ETNS) have linked twice with each 
other via Skype exchanging news about, and 
comparing their sea creatures.



St Peter’s NS 

St. Peter’s had a wonderful week this 
week, observing and admiring our 
new friends in the classroom. We cur-
rently have a competition running on 
our school blog to name our fish 
(stpetersbrayblog.ie). We are very 
excited about picking the winners. 
Our starfish (currently nicknamed 
Skittles) had his first meal in the 
classroom, choosing a cockle from 
the menu. 5th class also went on an 
exciting trip to Sea-Life to further 
our knowledge of marine life.  
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As we have not had a cooler installed 
in our tank since the project began 
we have been busily recording the 
temperature a t var ious t imes 
throughout the day to see how the 
classroom environment will affect the 
tank for the overall duration of the 
project. We will give you all an up-
date next week. Until then happy ex-
ploring. 

Good Shepherd NS 

We have been keeping a close eye on 
our sea creature friends this week and 
all have remained present for our dai-
ly roll call.  The biggest observation 
we made is that one of our Shanny 
fish has changed colour dramatically, 
from a dark black colour to a lighter, 
mottled green colour.  We now can’t 
tell the two friends apart!  The colour 
change has sparked some interesting 
questions: Why do they change 
colour?  Are they male or female? 
Could we perhaps observe the arrival 
of eggs in the near future?  We will 
do some research during Monday’s 
computer class.  

Our Beadlet Anemones have been 
quite active over the past two days 
and we were 
relieved to see 
that they had 
moved.  ‘Réalta 
Starf ish’ and 
‘Marty Prawn’ 
h a v e b e e n 
hounding our 
mussels and limpet! Will the shellfish 
make it through to week three or will 
nature take its course?! Stay tuned!
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Our	  Shanny	  fish	  during	  feeding	  1me.	  	  You	  
can	  see	  how	  they	  are	  both	  very	  similar	  in	  

colour	  now


