
Holy Family NS Monkstown Farm 

We are 5th and 6th class from Holy Fami-
ly in Monkstown Farm. We are delight-
ed to be taking part in this project. Our 
tank includes a starfish named Patrick, 2 
Blennies named Fish and Chips, 2 
anemones named Bob and Blob and a 
Rockling named Rocky. 

We fed our fish twice this week on 
Tuesday and Thursday. The class ob-
served our starfish eating a mussel 
which was fascinating. Pairs of students 
have been observing and recording the 
daily events and habits of the fish which 
are all recorded in our observation book. 
The fish are settling in well, apart from 
the rockling who has yet to come out of 
hiding from under the rock. 

Marino School 

Our aquarium arrived on Wednesday 
at 12.30. Pat and Kathy from Sea-
life in Bray set up the tank and put 
the marine animals in the water. The 
Sea-life staff gave us a cooler to 
regulate the temperature.  We also 
have a magnetic cleaner for the glass 
and a water filter.   

Our marine creatures include one 
limpet, three mussel, two anemone, 
one spiny starfish, two blenny shan-
ny, one shore rockling and one 
common prawn.  

We all love the fish and are happy to 
see the aquarium in our class and we 
will look after them by looking at 
the temperature, cleaning the water 
and feeding them. We’ll choose 
names for them next week! 
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Delgany National School 

Last Tuesday, our class got some sea creatures from Sea-life in Bray. We got 2 Blenny 
fish, 1 Butterfish, 3 Anemones, 1 Starfish, some mussels and limpets. Unfortunately, 
we’ve lost one limpet as Patrick (our starfish) enjoyed a seafood lunch on Thursday. 
We found that the fish were shy at first but are getting more adventurous. Rocket (our 
butterfish) still hides under rocks. We fed them on Thursday and this brought a lot of 
our creatures out of hiding. We have completed fact files on our creatures and discov-
ered their scientific and Irish names. We are looking forward to our trip to Sea-life next 
week.  



St Pius X G.N.S 

The exciting day had finally arrived. On 
the 20th of January 2015 the aquarium 
arrived to Ms Gallagher’s 5th in St Pius 
x G.N.S.  

On day 1 the prawn shed its skin and we 
discovered that she was very active. We 
discovered that our prawn is a girl be-
cause only female prawns shed their 
skin. The Shannies hid under the rocks 
and didn’t do much. The Starfish didn’t 
do much, he just curled up at the side of 
the tank.  

!  

On day 2 the Beadlet Anemone closed 
up fully. At the beginning of day 4 the 
Shanny and Starfish were feeling a little 
hungry, sadly they ate their tank mate, 
the Limpet, and now all that’s left is an 
empty shell. 

We have learned so much and are look-
ing forward to learning lots more with 
one less fishy friend 

New Court School 

What an exciting week we have had!
Our sea creatures arrived on 
Wednesday afternoon; it was love at 
first sight! The first thing we did 
was make a rota of whose turn it 
was to look after the fish. After de-
ciding on how to take“Twinkle” our 

lovely Starfish, “Lenny & Benny” 
our two Shannies, “Gru” our  Butter-
fish, our four “Minions” aka the  
mussels, and last but not least we 
have “Crackers” our common 
prawn. 

So far we have started working on 
our project book; we hope to write 
down all our daily observations in it, 
and draw some sketches of the fish 
too. We think Twinkle the Starfish is 
“eying up” the mussels and getting 
ready to eat them, hopefully this will 
happen in school as we want to see 
all the gory details. 

On Friday we fed the fish, it was 
very exciting. All of the fish swam 
around eating the food, it was the 
first time we saw the Butterfish! 

We are looking forward to hearing 
how the other schools got on, but for 
now we will sign off! 

Thanks to Joanna for preparing and co-
ordinating the tanks and 
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creatures for all the Explorers schools 
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coming$out$
for$some$
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Greystones ETNS 

We’ve had an exciting week here in 
GETNS. Our fish arrived early Tuesday 
morning. Each group got to choose a sea 
creature as its mascot and to name it. The 
Whisperers chose one of the Blennies and 
named it Benny the Blenny, the Pineapples 
picked the Rockling, the Moustaches se-
lected the other Blenny and called it Dots 
Semecho (…with silent H apparently?!?), 
the Hoklibls got the Starfish and called him 
Paddy, after SpongeBob’s friend and the 
Gummy Bears got the three Mussels 
(Shelly, Berg & another name), the Limpet 
and both Anemones. 

On Friday, Mirra was lucky enough to be 
chosen to feed the fish. As she sprinkled in 
the meat, Dots Semecho burst from his hid-
ing place to gorge himself on the pink and 
brown banquet. It was the first time the 
class had seen him move! 

On a sadder note, GETNS Police are study-
ing video footage of a vicious crime of GBI 
(Grievous Bodily Ingestion) that happened 
to Shelly the Mussel over the weekend. It is 
believed to be the work of notorious Mus-
sel murderer ‘Paddy the Goldfish’. Six wit-
nesses have been questioned but all remain 
tight lipped about the incident!  

This News Letter article is dedicated to the 
memory of Shelly the Mussel (2015-2015), 
who was taken from us in his prime by the 
notorious criminal ‘Paddy the Starfish’. 
R.I.P. Shelly. 

Glenageary-Killiney NS 

It has been a very exciting week in 
GKNS.  Our aquarium and sea creatures 
arrived in 5th Class and we were able to 
go up every day and spend some time 
with them.  We also went to sea life on 
the DART and had a fantastic time.  We 
have been keeping a diary of what has 
been happening every day! 

On Day 1we went up to 5th Class to the 
aquarium for the very first time.  We 
went up in an orderly fashion (groups) 
to see the fish.  I saw a starfish in the 
top right hand corner, some muscles and 
a limpet. 

On Day 2I saw a starfish (in the same 
place), an anemone on top of a muscle, 
a muscle with barnacles on top and an 
eel. Today was better than yesterday and 
tomorrow will be better than today! 

Day3 – Sea Life 

Day 4: The proper names for our crea-
tures are 2 Blenny, a butterfish, a 
starfish, a limpet, 2 mussels and an 
anemone (we had two but one has dis-
appeared…did the starfish eat it????).  
We fed the fish today and the 3 fish 
came swimming out and started swim-
ming up to the top to get the food.  The 
starfish hasn’t eaten yet and he doesn’t 
look well.  We’re looking forward to 
seeing what happens on Monday! 
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Explorers 
in Dalkey 
S c h o o l 
Project on 
Skype with 
the Explor-
ers class in 
Greystones 
E T N S o n 
Friday

Dots Semecho witnessing the alleged as-
sault of Shelly the Mussel.



Good Shepherd NS 

We had a very exciting first week 
with our new sea creature friends. 
They arrived to our school on Tues-
day morning and the pupils, along 
with Tomás' help, filmed the whole 
process from start to finish. They 
have taken a huge interest in our 
new classmates and have impressed 
me by taking a lot of responsibility 
for the tank. They learned so much 
from Pat and Kate from Sea-Life 
and took in the information like 
sponges! In our tank we have two 
Shanny fish, a common shrimp, a 
common starfish, two anemones, 3 
mussels and a limpet. We named all 
of our new friends and did some re-
search for homework. We were wor-
ried about poor Limpy limpet as he 
came away from his rock and Réalta 
our starfish was quickly over on top 
of him (probably ready to devour 
him!). Luckily we managed to gen-
tly separate the two using the net. 
There was great enthusiasm yester-
day at feeding time and we've al-
ready observed that we have one 
very greedy Shanny fish! We hope 
that they won't be too lonely over 
the weekend! 

Dalkey School Project N.S 
This week we got a tank placed in the back 
of our classroom, it sat there for two days 
waiting for the fish to arrive. On Tuesday 
the fish moved into their new home. They 
found it a bit hard to settle in, but Miss 
Kennedy said that when all the children go 
home the fish come out to play. In our tank 
we have a common Starfish named Patrick, 
he comes from the sea and lives on barna-
cles and mussel beds. We got two fish 
called blennies we named them  Rick and 
Ronny. They can be found in rock pools. 
We also have a Rockling named Ed. They 
can be found in the west of Britain in the 
sea or in rock pools. We have two Sea 
Anemones named Tom and Jerry. 

Sea Anemones live in sea on the rocks. We 
have two limpets named Bert and Ernie. 
They can be found in the sea on rocks. And 
last but not least our three Mussels named 
John, Jack and Joe. They can be found in 
rock pools and sub-tidal places. We have 
done so much with our sea creatures and 
everyone loves taking care of them! On 
Thursday we fed the fish it was so much 
fun, we all gathered around the tank and 
watched three of our classmates put frozen 
pieces of fish food in the tank within sec-
onds the food started to melt and disinte-
grate  and the fish would eat little bits.  

People in our class get jobs such as obser-
vation (looking at the fish for one minute 
and seeing what is normal behaviour and 
what abnormal behaviour is), cleaning the 
tank, feeding the fish and temperature 
check. 
We all love to look after and take care of 
our fish! :)  

Erika and Ava! (5th Class,) 
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The	  exci(ng	  moment	  Pat	  re-‐
leased	  our	  new	  friends!	  


