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Marine Institute Job Description 
 

Position Interim Laboratory Analyst – Biotoxin Chemistry. 

Contract 
Temporary Specified Purpose Laboratory Analyst 
(Providing Redeployment Cover up to July 31st 2020)  

Service Group Marine Environment and Food Safety Services (MEFSS) 

Location Rinville, Oranmore, Co. Galway 
 

Brief description of the Marine Institute: 

 
The Marine Institute is a non-commercial semi-state body, which was formally established by statute 

(Marine Institute Act, 1991) in October 1992. 

Under the Act, the Marine Institute was given the responsibility: 

 “to undertake, to co-ordinate, to promote and to assist in marine research and development and to 

provide such services related to marine research and development, that in the opinion of the Institute 

will promote economic development and create employment and protect the marine environment.” 

The Marine Institute is the national agency responsible for marine research, technology, 
development and innovation (RTDI). The Marine Institute seeks to assess and realise the 
economic potential of Ireland’s 990,000 km2/ 220-million-acre marine resource; promote the 
sustainable development of marine industry through strategic funding programmes and 
scientific services; and safeguard the marine environment through research and environmental 
monitoring. The Institute works in conjunction with the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
Marine (DAFM) and a network of other Government Departments, semi-state agencies, national 
and international marine partners. 

 
Our vision - The Marine Institute, as a global leader in ocean knowledge, empowering Ireland 
and its people to safeguard and harness ocean wealth. 

 

Our Mission - The Marine Institute, provides government, public agencies and the maritime 
industry with a range of scientific, advisory and economic development services that inform 
policy- making, regulation and the sustainable management and growth of Irelands’ marine 
resources. The Institute undertakes, coordinate and promotes marine research and 
development, which is essential to achieving a sustainable ocean economy, protecting 
ecosystems and inspiring a shared understanding of the ocean. 

 
In order to achieve this vision, the MI have six service areas; (1) Ocean Science and 
Information Services, (2) Marine Environment & Food Safety Services, (3) Fisheries Ecosystems 
Advisory Services, (4) Irish Maritime Development Office, (5) Policy, Innovation and Research 
Services and (6) Corporate Services. The Marine Institute 5 Year Strategic Plan (2018 to 2022) is 
available here  

 
Ocean Wealth (HOOW) is Ireland’s Integrated Maritime Plan (see www.ouroceanwealth.ie). HOOW 
sets out a roadmap for the Irish Government’s vision, high level goals and integrated actions across 
policy, governance and business to enable Ireland’s marine potential to be realised. As part of the 

https://oar.marine.ie/handle/10793/1382
http://www.ouroceanwealth.ie/
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implementation of HOOW, the Government published in 2017 the National Marine Research & 
Innovation Strategy 2017-2021. 
 

Description of appropriate Service Group:  

Marine Environment & Food Safety Services 
Marine Environment & Food Safety Services (MEFS) provide government agencies, industry and other 
clients with food safety, environmental and fish health scientific services, primarily through the 
implementation of monitoring programmes, research programmes and the provision of advice. The 
successful candidate will primarily be based within the MI Marine Chemistry Section. 
 
Overview of MEFS Biotoxin Chemistry Unit. 
The Biotoxin Chemistry Unit (BCT) is part of the Shellfish Safety Section. The BCT unit consists of a 
team of five permanent MI laboratory analysts. The core responsibility of the unit, as National 
Reference Laboratory, is to deliver on the chemical analysis of shellfish for marine toxins as part of 
the National Biotoxin Monitoring Programme. The Unit is also involved in a number of marine toxin 
related research projects and contracts that further enhance the deliverables of the unit. A 
fundamental requirement for the monitoring programme and research is the production of data of 
the highest quality. In this regard, a quality system is in operation in the section with all test methods 
accredited by the Irish National Accreditation Board (INAB) to ISO17025 standard. 
 

Summary of the Role: 

The Interim Biotoxin Chemistry Laboratory Analyst will work as part of the Shellfish Safety Unit Team.  
This team is responsible for a wide range of monitoring and analytical services to clients including the 
Government, Food Safety Authority of Ireland, the Shellfish Industry and the EU.  The Shellfish Safety 
Unit is the National Reference Laboratory for Marine Biotoxins in Ireland.  The unit is part of the 
Marine Environment & Food Safety Services, which operates a number of programmes, and has 
engaged in an active Laboratory Accreditation programme.  

The National Biotoxin Monitoring Programme is carried out to detect naturally occurring marine 
toxins in shellfish, and to ensure that shellfish is not placed on the market when these toxins are 
present above the regulatory limits. This involves analysing samples of shellfish using a variety of 
advanced analytic methods such as Liquid Chromatography (UPLC) and Liquid Chromatography Mass 
Spectrometry (LC-MS/MS) techniques.  We are the National Reference Laboratory (NRL) for marine 
biotoxins and operate within the EU network of NRLs, which is led by the EU Reference Lab in Vigo, 
Spain. The objective of the NRL is to facilitate a high level of expertise, knowledge and 
communication on the topic throughout Ireland.  

Background to Requirement: 

This temporary Interim Laboratory Analyst is required to provide redeployment cover for the post 
holder until the end of July 2020. A fundamental requirement for all monitoring and research 
programmes is the production of data of the highest quality. The Biotoxin Chemistry Laboratory is an 
essential part of the National Biotoxin Monitoring Programme. The production of fully quality 
assured, accredited, and timely information on the presence of marine toxins is essential for the Irish 
Shellfish Industry. It is also important in providing advice to regulatory agencies tasked with the 
enforcement of production area management and harvesting permits. The laboratory operates a 
quick turnaround and requires analysts who can integrate with the existing team to produce results 
accurately and consistently in a fast moving working environment.  

 

 

http://www.aecosan.msssi.gob.es/
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Principal Tasks: 

The candidate will be responsible for carrying out a range of duties consistent with the work 
described above.  These include: 

 Biotoxin analysis, working within Shellfish Safety area to analyse and quantify shellfish toxins. 

 Input data into the Marine Institute databases and reporting on biotoxin results to 
management staff within the institute. 

 Preparation of samples and analysis using a range of analytical techniques including;   
        LC-MS/MS, QToF, UPLC DAD and HPLC FD methods 

 Preparation of analytical reports for reporting to Shellfish Safety Unit clients 

 Carry out analysis in accordance with ISO 17025 accredited Quality System and assist in the 
maintenance and ongoing improvement of the Quality System.  

 Assistance in other work programmes as required. 

 Assist in research projects in the area of biotoxin monitoring and analysis, undertaken by the 
Shellfish Safety Team. 

 Any other duties as may be required from time to time, as appropriate to the grade. 

Reporting Structure: 

The successful candidate will report to the Team Leader of the Biotoxin Chemistry unit and /or 
whomever the Section Manager of Shellfish Safety designates as appropriate. 

 

Contacts: 
 

Within the Marine Institute: 
Director of MEFS, Section Manager, Shellfish Safety and other team members within MEFS, Team 
leaders, STOs, Senior Lab Analysts and Quality Manager. Health and Safety Committee members. 
 
External: 
Liaison with Shellfish Farmers, Officials within the Sea Fisheries Protection Authority and the Food 
Safety Authority of Ireland.  

Education, Professional or Technical Qualifications, Knowledge, Skills, Aptitudes,  
Experience  and Training 

 

Essential: 

 A minimum of a Certificate (third level) / Level 6 NFQ in a relevant Science subject or an 
equivalent qualification. 

 A minimum of 1 year of post qualification relevant laboratory work experience, preferably in an 
ISO 17025 accredited laboratory environment. 

 Relevant laboratory experience using analytical instrumentation. 

 Experience working in a quality controlled / accredited laboratory environment. 

 Strong appreciation for laboratory Health & Safety practices and demonstrated ability to work 
safely in a laboratory environment.  

 Effective numerical and literacy skills. 

 Demonstrates previous experience of scientific/ technical report writing. 

 A high level of computer literacy (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Internet/Email). 

 The ability to work on time dependant tasks unsupervised and to work within a team towards a 
common objective. 

 The ability to communicate effectively with a range of individuals at all levels internally and 
externally to the organisation - both verbally and in writing. 
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Desirable: 

 Previous experience in a similar role. 

 Additional qualifications in a relevant Science Subject. 

 Experience with carrying out extraction of biological samples for chemical analysis. 

 Experience with the operation and general maintenance of LC-MS/MS, and UPLC systems. 

 Experience with the development and validation of analytical methods (LC-MS/MS, UPLC) to 
meet the requirement of ISO 17025 and INAB accreditation. 

 Knowledge of the Irish Aquaculture Industry. 

Special personal attributes required for the position: 

 Dynamic and reliable. 

 Self-sufficiency, while being a good team player. 

 Excellent interpersonal skills.  

 The ability to work to deadlines and manage time effectively.   

 Experience in collaborating with scientists and members of a technical team. 

 Ability to work on own initiative and progress work independently. 

 Analytical approach to problem solving.  

 Enthusiastic approach to the area of shellfish safety and related research. 
 

Salary: 

Remuneration is in accordance with the Public Sector, Department of Finance approved Salary Scale 
for Laboratory Analysts, which runs from €33,232 - €56,250 per annum pro-rated with time worked. 
You will commence on the first point of the scale at €33,232 and will become a member of the Single 
Public Service Pension Scheme unless you are currently or have worked in the Public Sector in the 
past 6 months and are a member of another Public Sector Scheme. 

Annual Leave: 

The annual leave entitlement for a Lab Analyst is 23 working days per annum prorated to reflect time 
worked. Annual leave entitlements are exclusive of public holidays. All leave must be approved by 
your manager or their authorised representative; in advance of being taken and in line with Marine 
Institute leave policies. 

 

Duration of Contract: 

The contract will be issued on a Temporary Specified Purpose basis providing redeployment cover for 

the post holder for a maximum duration of up to 31st July 2020. There will be a 6-month 
probationary period for the duration of this contract.  

 

How to Apply: 

A C.V. and letter of application, summarising experience and skill set applicable to the position should 
be emailed to recruitment@marine.ie or posted to Human Resources at the Marine Institute, Rinville, 
Oranmore, Galway. All correspondence for this post should quote reference MEFSS/BTXLA/Oct 19. 
 
Closing date for Applications:  

All applications for this post should be received by the Marine Institute in advance of 12pm on 
Thursday 14th November 2019. Late applications will not be accepted. 
 
 
 

mailto:recruitment@marine.ie
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Use of Data - all personal data and the information submitted for this application will be used solely 
for the purpose of this campaign, after which it will be deleted in line with our General Data 
Protection Regulation Policy and data retention schedule. All information will be treated with the 
strictest confidence and accessed only by those involved directly in the campaign. 
 
 

The Marine Institute is an equal opportunities employer 
 


