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The Networking Initiative is funded by the Marine Institute under the                 

Marine Research Programme, which is co-funded by the Irish Government and the 

European Union via the European Regional Development Fund.  

 

 

 

 



Marine Institute – Networking & Travel Grants 

 

Introduction 

Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth – An Integrated Marine Plan for Ireland (July 2012) sets out a 

roadmap to enable Ireland’s marine potential to be realised through a co-ordinated system of 

Government policy and programme planning.  

 

Vision and Goals 

 

“Our ocean wealth will be a key element of our economic recovery and sustainable growth, 

generating benefits for all our citizens, supported by coherent policy, planning and regulation and 

managed in an integrated manner.”  

 

 

Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth has three high-level goals, of equal importance, based on the 

concept of sustainable development: 

 

• Goal 1 focuses on a thriving maritime economy, whereby Ireland harnesses the market 

opportunities to achieve economic recovery and socially inclusive, sustainable growth. 

 

• Goal 2 sets out to achieve healthy ecosystems that provide monetary and non-monetary 

goods and services (e.g. food, climate, health and well-being). 

 

• Goal 3 aims to increase our engagement with the sea. Building on our rich maritime 

heritage, our goal is to strengthen our maritime identity and increase our awareness of the 

value (market and non-market), opportunities and social benefits of engaging with the sea.   

 

The Marine Institute’s Networking and Travel Grants are being made available to provide 

assistance for appropriate networking activities that support the goals of Harnessing Our Ocean 

Wealth, and/or complement the objectives of other national and international marine plans e.g. 

Food Harvest 2020, Research Prioritisation Steering Group Report, EU Blue Growth Strategy and EU 

Strategy for the Atlantic. 

 

Specifically funding will be awarded for: 

  

• Post-Graduate Students and Early Stage Researchers to present their marine research to an 

international audience, network with international marine experts and disseminate research 

carried out in Ireland on the global stage. 

• Job-Bridge and Intern Staff to attend international marine research conferences / 

workshops. 

• Mobility of research expertise for the transfer of knowledge in science and technology 

towards the development of the marine sector. 

• Networking opportunities including support for marine conferences / workshops held in 

Ireland and establishment of international networks for leveraging marine funding i.e. 

Horizon 2020 applications. 
 
 

What Type/Level of Support is Provided and Who Can Apply? 

The awards are designed as a small-scale, flexible scheme to support networking initiatives in the 

marine sector.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applications will be accepted in three categories, as follows:  
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A. Host Conference / Workshop  
Description Who Can Apply Maximum 

Grant-Aid 
Type of Costs Covered 
(Receipts Required) 

Support for 
organisation of National 

/ International Marine 
Conferences / 
Workshops held in 
Ireland. 

 
 
 
 

Legal Entity on the island of Ireland with 
the appropriate scientific and technical 

qualifications and expertise to host a 
marine-themed Conference / Workshop 
e.g. 
  
• Higher Education Institutes (HEIs) 
• Research Institutes 
• Small & Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 
• Other Representative Organisations 
 

€2,000 • Travel & 
Accommodation for 

International Speakers 
• Printing of Book of 

Abstracts  
• Audiovisual Equipment 

Hire 
• Catering Costs (Food & 

Beverages excluding 
Alcohol, limited to one 
third value of award)  

Note: Conference and Workshop Grants are payable to Organisations only. 

B. Researcher Travel Awards 

Description Who Can Apply Maximum 
Grant-Aid 

Type of Costs Covered 
(Receipts Required) 

Travel grants to 

present papers / 
posters at an 
international 
conference / workshop 
held overseas. 

• Job-Bridge or Intern staff carrying 

out marine related research at 
academic or research institutions on 
the island of Ireland. 

 
• Students currently carrying out a 

research Masters or PhD and 
registered at an academic institution 
on the island of Ireland 

 
• Early stage Post-Doctoral contract 

researchers carrying out research at 

an organisation on the island of 
Ireland (HEI or Public RI only).   

 
N.B. Job-Bridge and Intern staff are 
eligible for Travel Grants to attend 
international conferences / workshops 
only. They are not required to present at 
same. 
 

In the case of PhD students, applications 
must be supported by the research 
supervisor. 
 

Early stage Post-Doc being 1st or 2nd 
funded position, which is typically within 
3-6 years of PhD award. Permanent staff 
are not eligible to apply.  

€1,000 • Registration fees 

• Travel & 
Accommodation 
 

Note: Subsistence is not 
paid 

 

Travel grants to pay a 
working visit to an 
international research 
institution overseas.  
 

€1,000 • Travel & 
Accommodation 

• Consumables / Research 
Costs 

• Subsistence (limited to 
one third value of 
award) 

Travel grants to attend 
a marine-related 
training course 
overseas.   
 

€1,000 • Course fees 
• Travel & 

Accommodation 
 

Note: Subsistence is not 

paid 
 

Note: Researcher Travel Grants are payable to Individuals or Organisations. 
Maximum of €1,000 for Travel Grants outside of Europe. Maximum of €750 for Travel Grants within Europe. 

Maximum of €500 for Intern and Job-Bridge Staff attendance at Conferences/Workshops. 

C. Other Networking Initiatives 
Description Who Can Apply Maximum 

Grant-Aid 
Type of Costs Covered 
(Receipts Required) 

Short inward / outward 
visits aimed at 

fostering research 
collaborations / 
technology transfer 
(e.g. H2020 pre-
application meetings). 
 
 
 

Legal Entity on the island of Ireland with 
the appropriate scientific and technical 

qualifications and expertise e.g.   

• Higher Education  Institutes (HEIs) 
• Research Institutes 
• Small & Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 
• Other Representative Organisations 
 

Note: For pre-application meetings 
funding will be for one attendee per 
organisation max. 

 

• Small & Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 
and Other Representative 
Organisations only 

€1,000 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Registration / Course 
fees 

• Travel & 
Accommodation 

 

Note: Subsistence is not 
paid 

 

Travel grants to attend 
a marine-related 
conference / workshop 
or training course 
overseas. 

€1,000 • Registration / Course 
fees 

• Travel & 
Accommodation 
 

Note: Subsistence is not 

paid 

Note: Other Networking Initiatives are payable to Individuals or Organisations. 
Maximum of €1,000 for Travel Grants outside of Europe. Maximum of €750 for Travel Grants within Europe. 
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Where a strong case can be provided that awards should be made above the stated thresholds 

these will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  The Marine Institute will review the thresholds 

from time to time.  Where revisions are agreed, these will be posted on the Marine Institute’s 

Funding pages http://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/research-funding/research-funding/.  

 

Applicants cannot receive more than two awards in any calendar year. 

 

Grant-aid is subject to available funding, which is allocated on an annual basis. In the event that 

the annual budget is allocated in full before year-end, a notification to this effect will be posted on 

the Marine Institute website funding pages http://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/research-

funding/research-funding/. 

 

How is your Application Assessed?  

Applications will be externally assessed on the basis of the benefit to the recipient/host institution; 

the likely contribution to the national and international strategic objectives and the justification 

provided in the application.  The Marine Institute may offer support at a lower rate than requested.  

Applicants will receive notification of the outcome within two weeks of each assessment date (see 

below). 

 

What Costs can be Claimed? 

• Eligible costs include those additional costs necessary to support the proposed activity; e.g. 

travel & accommodation (economy rates), conference registration, training course fees, 

visitor bench fees, subsistence (based on actual rates not a daily per-diem), etc. 

• Grant support must not represent budget substitution or profit. 

 

How to Claim Grant-aid  

Payments are on a reimbursement basis and will be conditional on: 

(a) the successful achievement of identified targets/goals, including submission of a brief report 

detailing the outcome/benefits gained by the Grantee.  

(b) the submission and acceptance of all relevant receipts. For example: 

i) Host Conference: Speaker costs (flight and hotel) and publication (printing book of 

abstracts). 

ii) Conference: Registration fee, flight, accommodation and other travel. 

iii) Training Course: Training course fee, flight, accommodation and other travel. 

iv) Research Visit:  Flight, accommodation, other travel, consumables and subsistence. 

(c) the claim being submitted to the Marine Institute Research Office within one month of 

completion of the event for which support has been provided.  

 

Application Procedure & Deadline 

Applications should be made via the Marine Institute’s online Research Information Management 

System (RIMS).   

• If you are already registered on RIMS please visit http://marine.smartsimple.ie.  

• To register as a new user please email rims.support@marine.ie with a password request. 

• Where a PhD student is applying for a Researcher Travel Award, they must have the support 

of their Research Supervisor. Your Research Supervisor must register on RIMS and provide 

you with their RIMS Registration Number.1 The RIMS Registration No. is located under 'My 

Profile' on your RIMS Portal. 

• Job-Bridge and Intern Staff applying for a Researcher Travel Award, must work in a marine 

research department within their host institution. 

 

The Initiative will remain open on a rolling basis, subject to continued funding availability, with 

evaluations taking place on the last Thursday of each month.  Applications must be submitted 

at least one month in advance of the conference, workshop, research visit, etc.  

 

 

For assistance with registration on the Marine Institute Research Information System (RIMS) and 

the application process please email rims.support@marine.ie. 

 

                                                           
1
 There are no security/confidentiality issues with providing students with this Registration No. 


