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Blue Carbon Call 2021 FAQ 

 

Q. Does the Lead Applicant need specific qualifications and experience?  

A.  The Lead Applicant must be an employee of the Higher Education Institution (HEI) in the 
Republic of Ireland, ideally with a permanent contract or, if not, a contract that covers the 
award duration (from 2022 to 2027) at a minimum.  The Lead Applicant must hold a PhD or 
equivalent qualification for at least three years (awarded 2018 or prior). We would also refer 
applicants to the evaluation criteria (particularly criteria 5) in the Guidelines for Applicants in 
relation to qualifications and experience. 

 

Q.   Can the Lead Organisation include a number of Applicants from the same organisation? 

A. Yes, especially as this research will be multidisciplinary in nature. However, we will only 
correspond with the Principal Investigator (PI) who signs the Declaration Form at application 
stage and the Grant-Aid Agreement on award. 

 

Q. If the Principal Investigator moves to another organisation during the period of the project, 
does the award move also? 

A. No.  If the PI leaves the organisation, then the Grantee (the Higher Education Institution) can 
propose a replacement to manage the project. Awards cannot be transferred to another 
organisation. 

 

Q. What happens if it is an internal move for the PI to another Department or Division? 

A. If the PI moves within their own organisation, then this should not impact the award, as the 
Grant-Aid Agreement is with the organisation. 

 

Q. In addition to the Lead what other partners are eligible? 

A. Up to three partners can be involved in the consortium and receive grant-aid. The lead 
partner must be a Higher Education Institution (HEI) based in the Republic of Ireland, with 
two other partners being a HEI or Public Research Body, either national or international. 

Other participants (e.g. Industry, either national or international) may be funded under the 
Subcontracting/External Assistance cost category (20% max) subject to normal public 
procurement regulations.  
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Q. Can other partners collaborate unfunded, providing their own in-kind contribution? 

A. Yes, these partners can be mentioned in the application form. However, they will not show 
on RIMS the Marine Institute’s online grant management system as a Grantee.    

 

Q. What is the allowable budget for overseas partners? 

A. We would expect the lead applicant to have the significant share of the budget, with 
partners having a lesser share. For example, the lead partner’s budget could be €900k 
including subcontracts (€320k max), and the two partners budget would be €350k each – 
total of €1.6 m, but actual budgets will depend on the allocation of tasks with the project 
work packages. Each partner completes a budget form for their costs. 

 

Q. Can Marine Institute researchers apply? 

A. Yes. There is a strict division of duties within the Marine Institute between the Research 
Funding Office and Research Performers. Applications are recommended for funding based 
on the rankings following evaluation by a panel of national and international experts based 
on the criteria published in the Guidelines for Applicants. Proposals must be led by a HEI, but 
Marine Institute researchers can participate either as a partner or subcontractor, subject to 
normal public procurement regulations. 

 

Q. What level of equipment purchases is eligible? 

A. There is no specified upper limit for equipment purchases, but we would expect that the 
equipment budget to be a relatively small portion of the overall budget, circa 5% to 10% max 
of total grant-aid requested. 

 

Q. Should funding for ship-time be included in the application? 

A. No. The normal annual call for ship-time funding will be available to cover these costs. The 
new vessel Tom Crean will be coming into service in late 2022 in addition to the Celtic 
Explorer. 

 

Q. What about funding for small vessels for close to shore surveys? 

A. Yes, vessel hire costs for small craft can be included in the application budget. 
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Q. There are three options mentioned in the Guidelines with respect to funding, but would a 
desk-study of say of €300k be an eligible application? 

A. Yes, as the third option is for proposals up to €600k. 

 

Q. If successful, when is the award or awards expected to commence? 

A. The award must commence within six months of the date the Grant-Aid Agreement is signed. 
We expect all Grant-Aid Agreements to be signed end of November/early December 2021 
with projects commencing by June 2022. 

 

Q.  What assistance and help is available? 

A. The Marine Institute’s Research Funding Office can provide clarifications on the rules and 
help with any other queries. Please send your requests by email to funding@marine.ie. 
Please title the email subject as “Blue Carbon Call 2021”.   

 

Applications must be submitted via the Marine Institute’s online grant management system 
(RIMS):  

https://marine.smartsimple.ie/  

Email rims.support@marine.ie to register on RIMS. 

 

The closing date for applications is 2nd September 2021 (16:00). 
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