
HAB Bulletin [status of harmful and toxic algae]                     

                                      Week runs from Sunday to Saturday   

Ireland: Predictions 

 
    ASP event:     High - steady continuous increase  
    AZP event:     High/mod  -  due to constant fluctuation                
    DSP event:     Low/mod ς low but slow increase 
    PSP event:     Low   - steady  (site specific ) 
  
General ς  Wk. 14 ς  Spring conditions allowing for seasonal  increase in non toxic and toxic species. Definitely 
beginning of high vigilance period for some of the annual problematic species.   
 
ASP:   High ς cell levels are climbing consistently and would be expected to continue. Some sites in the south west 
now showing low levels of this seasonal toxin . There may be an unpredictable dampening effect on toxin levels due to 
high levels of non toxic species but this could change rapidly. Highest caution advised as seasonal toxic closures very 
feasible. 
 
AZP:    High/moderate  precaution level  is  still advised with this difficult species as a necessary precaution. Potential 
cell levels still fluctuating weekly with no fixed trend.  Issues with this toxin can occur suddenly and acutely .  
 
DSP: Low  but increasing -  Still  early to have a sudden issue with this group but individual cells now appearing in some 
sites. This species does not need to reach high levels to cause potential issues. It would be the normal seasonal pattern 
to expect and prepare for a rise in cell levels within the next 4-6 weeks .   
 
PSP:  Same as 4 months- Stable seasonal pattern of very low cell levels and low likelihood of issues establishing .Current 
environmental conditions and patterns  are not indicated to be favourable for bloom issues . 
 
Blooms: No current significant issues recorded with any of the historically occurring problematic species. Any unusual 
water discoloration should be noted and regional labs contacted  if concerned /regarding possible need for additional 
sampling. All feedback is welcome  at  Joe.Silke@Marine.ie . 

NMP Current closures 

ASP AZP DSP PSP 

0 0 0 0 

Week 35: 21st   - 27h Aug, 2016 

Week 14:  April  1st ï  7th   2018 
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HAB Bulletin [status of harmful and toxic algae]   

National Monitoring Programme 
HISTORIC TRENDS  

 
ASP events:  mid-March to early May 

AZP events:  April to December 

DSP events:  May to December 

PSP events:  June to mid-July and end September; only in Cork Harbour 
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Levels from week 1 to present week. Regulatory limit - - - - - - -  



 DSP  and  Dinophysis sp.  current trends 

Ireland HAB & Biotoxin Distribution maps 

 [current status of harmful and toxic algae]   

Phytoplankton species ς 3 wks. 

All levels of DSP biotoxin  recorded- 3 wks. 

Current closures levels  
Ó DSP  0.16 µg/g  

 

Comment  

Wk. 14 -   Low to negligible cells 

continue to be observed in the 

current steady seasonal trend. 

This would not be expected to 

change rapidly but we are at  the 

beginning of the historical 

season of occurrence so 

additional long range caution 

advised. 



  

Ireland HAB & Biotoxin Distribution maps 

 [current status of harmful and toxic algae]   

Phytoplankton species ς 3 wks. All levels of AZP biotoxin  recorded - 3 wks. 

AZP  and  Azadinium like species  current trends 

Current closures levels  
Ó AZP  0.16 µg/g  

Comments 
Wk. 14 ς  Potential cell levels, 
currently indicating an 
increase, showing   constant 
fluctuation in levels with no 
stable predictable patterns. 
High caution unfortunately 
must be continued as advise 
with this difficult species. 



ASP 

Ireland HAB & Biotoxin Distribution maps 

 [current status of harmful and toxic algae]      

 ASP  and  Pseudo nitzschia sp.  current trends 

Current closures levels 
ÓASP 20 µg/g  

Comments  
Wk. 14 ï  Some Pseudo 
nitzschia species are now 
causing quantifiable toxic issues 
in some areas as predicted. This  
seasonal situation would be 
expected to get worse before it 
gets better based on current 
indications. Highest caution and 
testing advised. 

Phytoplankton species ς 3 wks. 

All levels of ASP biotoxin  recorded - 3 wks. 



Ireland HAB & Biotoxin Distribution maps 

 [current status of harmful and toxic algae]   

PSP  and  Alexandrium sp.  current trends 

Phytoplankton species ς 3 wks. All levels of PSP biotoxin  recorded - 3 wks. 

Comments 
 Wk. 14 ï Low probability 
of sudden issues at this 
time of year. Despite the 
low presence of cells in 
some sites, much higher 
levels of cells would 
historically be needed to 
cause potential issues. 

Current closures levels  
Ó PSP  800 µg/Kg  

 


