
HAB Bulletin [status of harmful and toxic algae]

Week runs from Sunday to Saturday 

Ireland: Predictions

ASP event:Moderate SW and W. Low to moderate elsewhere.

AZP event:Low(- erratic trends),NW moderate precaution.

DSP event:High SW, moderate other areas, rising.
PSP event: Low in general .

ASP: West and SW indicating late season possible temporary increase. Additional caution advised. Pattern would 
indicate moderate caution advised within the next few weeks in case of  bounces (based on historical events) from low 
to high related to environmental conditions, until this species clears. Low to moderate caution in all other areas. 

AZP: NW indicating possible increase in potential cells. Additional caution temporarily advised. Currently only low 
ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎŜƭƭǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ōǳǘ tƘȅǘƻǇƭŀƴƪǘƻƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΨ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ considerably at this 
time. This species has caused sudden acute issues in the past and rarely presents any reliable trends. 

DSP:  Continued upward trend. High SW and increasing to moderate throughout coastline. Risk factors such as period 
of historical occurrence and suitable environmental conditions are increasing . Increases would be the seasonal 
historical trend from this period onward. Increase in preparedness and continuance of good sampling recommended.

PSP: Low in general, still early in relation to traditional historical season of occurrence. Alexandrium cells can occur in 
both toxic and nontoxic forms, and while currently toxin levels remain negligible, this could change rapidly.

Blooms:   Mediumto High : Both beneficial and detrimental blooms may occur in areas of good growth and suitable environmental 

conditions. Transient wind driven blooms of some species may temporarily accumulate on shores.  Any unusual water discoloration should 
always be noted and regional labs contacted  if concerned /regarding possible need for additional sampling. All feedback is welcome  at  
Joe.Silke@Marine.ie
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Week 21: May 17thï23rd 2020
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HAB Bulletin [status of harmful and toxic algae]

National Monitoring Programme
HISTORIC TRENDS 

ASP events: mid-March to early May

AZP events: April to December

DSP events: May to December

PSP events: June to mid-July and end September. Predominantly  in Cork Harbour.
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DSP  and  Dinophysis sp. current trends

Ireland HAB & Biotoxin Distribution maps

[current status of harmful and toxic algae]

Phytoplankton species ςlast 3 wks.

All levels of DSP biotoxin  recorded - last 3 wks.

Current closures levels
Ó DSP  0.16 µg/g

Comments
Wk. 21 ï Dinophysis species
continue to increase as warned
ïparticularly in SW but all areas
need to be watchful. Decreasing
background non toxic species
also. This is the beginning of the
historical season and
environmental conditions are
becoming more suitable weekly.
Additional caution and good
sampling advised .



Ireland HAB & Biotoxin Distribution maps

[current status of harmful and toxic algae]

Phytoplankton species ςlast 3 wks. All levels of AZP biotoxin  recorded - last 3 wks.

AZP  and  Azadinium like species  current trends

Current closures levels
Ó AZP  0.16 µg/g

Comments
Wk. 21 - NW area
indicating increases in
potential cells , additional
caution needed . Localised
caution during and a
consistent watch for this
problematic group is always
advised. No clear trend
established.


