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Europe’s ocean leaders gather in Galway to advance Atlantic research, innovation and skills
Atlantic Summit Galway 2026 Opens as Europe's Ocean Leaders Unite to Shape the Atlantic Future
Galway, 8 October 2026:   Leading ocean researchers, policymakers, innovators and industry representatives from across Europe and the wider Atlantic region gathered in Galway today for the opening day of Atlantic Summit Galway 2026, a major international event of Ireland's Presidency of the Council of the European Union. Organised by the Marine Institute, University of Galway and Atlantic Technological University, the two-day Summit brings together expertise from across disciplines, sectors and countries to address the environmental, economic and geopolitical challenges facing the Atlantic and the people that live in or around its margins.
 
Under the theme Advancing Europe's Ocean Research, Innovation and Skills Agenda, delegates from across the Atlantic region are examining how international cooperation, scientific excellence and investment in people, infrastructure and innovation can strengthen Europe's competitiveness while supporting a sustainable and resilient ocean future. Opening-day discussions underscored the critical role of ocean knowledge in tackling climate, economic and geopolitical challenges, while reinforcing Europe's ambition to remain a global leader in ocean science, innovation and sustainable blue growth.
 
Minister Timmy Dooley highlights importance of ocean knowledge and collaboration
 
Minister of State with responsibility for Fisheries and the Marine, Timmy Dooley TD, welcomed delegates and highlighted the strategic importance of Atlantic cooperation and evidence-based decision- making for Europe’s future.
 
“Ireland’s Atlantic location gives us both a unique opportunity and a responsibility to help shape Europe’s ocean future. Our ocean is central to our environment, our economy and the wellbeing of coastal communities, and the decisions we make today must be informed by the best available scientific knowledge. Atlantic Summit Galway 2026 provides an important opportunity to strengthen cooperation between governments, researchers, industry and communities. By investing in ocean research, innovation and skills, and by working together across borders, we can develop the knowledge and solutions needed to protect our ocean while realising its potential for sustainable growth. I am delighted to see Galway hosting this important international gathering during Ireland’s EU Presidency, showcasing Ireland’s contribution to Atlantic research and our commitment to a sustainable and resilient ocean.”
 
From Ocean Knowledge to Action
 
The Summit comes at an important time for European ocean policy, with discussions addressing the implementation of the EU Ocean Pact and the proposed Ocean Act, as well as future investment priorities for ocean research and innovation.
 
Dr Rick Officer, CEO of the Marine Institute, said:
 
“The Atlantic has always connected Ireland with Europe and the wider world. Today, it also connects us through shared challenges and shared opportunities. Ocean research and innovation are essential to understanding and responding to the changes taking place in our ocean. By bringing together leading expertise from across Europe and beyond, Atlantic Summit Galway 2026 provides an opportunity to strengthen partnerships, identify common priorities and turn ocean knowledge into meaningful action. Galway is an important centre for marine science and innovation, and we are proud to bring this international conversation to Ireland’s Atlantic coast.”
 
University of Galway, said:
"As a university at the heart of Europe's Atlantic region, we are proud to convene the partnerships, expertise and ambition needed to address some of the most pressing challenges facing our ocean. Atlantic Summit Galway 2026 reflects the vital role of higher education and research in generating the knowledge that informs policy, drives innovation and delivers real-world solutions. By working together across borders and disciplines, we can help shape a healthier ocean and a more sustainable future for communities across the Atlantic and beyond."
 
Atlantic Technological University, said:
 
"The future of the Atlantic region will be shaped not only by scientific discovery and technological innovation, but by people. Building the skills, talent and capabilities needed for a sustainable blue economy is essential if we are to create lasting economic opportunity while protecting our ocean environment. Atlantic Summit Galway 2026 demonstrates the power of collaboration across education, research, industry and government to deliver impact at regional, national and European level."
 
Discussions will continue on Friday, 9 October, focusing on how shared priorities can be translated into action through future collaboration, investment and policy development. The Summit will conclude with a renewed commitment to strengthening Europe's ocean research, innovation and skills ecosystem and to deepening cooperation across the Atlantic in support of a sustainable, resilient and prosperous ocean future.
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Notes to Editors
Atlantic Summit Galway 2026 takes place on 8-9 October at University of Galway. It is an Associated Event of Ireland's Presidency of the Council of the European Union, hosted by the Marine Institute, University of Galway and Atlantic Technological University, with support from the Department of Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science.
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