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Exploring Our Marine
•	�John Philip Holland (1841 – 1914) born in Liscannor Co Clare, is the inventor of the 

modern submarine. He was commissioned by the US Navy to build a submarine, and 
in 1900 the first truly practical submarine, Holland 1, was successfully launched. 

•	�A native of Navan in Co Meath, Francis Beaufort (1774 – 1857) developed a method 
for describing wind strength based on the appearance of the sea. It is known as 
the Beaufort Wind Scale and is still used today. Beaufort was in charge of the UK 
Hydrographic Office for over 25 years and was responsible for the production of 
detailed and accurate nautical charts all over the world.

•	�Alexander Mitchell (1780 – 1868) grew up in Belfast and by age 22 he was completely 
blind. In 1838, Mitchell invented the screw-pile lighthouse, enabling lighthouses to 
be built in difficult soil conditions in deep waters. The screw-pile technique was used 
around the world to build lighthouses, bridges, piers and railways. 

•	�A native of Wicklow, Robert Halpin (1836 – 1894), captained the steamship SS Great 
Eastern which laid the first transatlantic telegraph cable from Valentia Island Co 
Kerry to Newfoundland, Canada in 1866. With Halpin at the helm of the SS Great 
Eastern, he laid over 26,000 miles of cable linking France and Canada, India and 
Singapore, and Singapore to Australia.    
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