Nephrops Burrow Identification
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Main Signature Features of a Burrow System
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In summary the main characteristics defining an active Nephrops burrow system are :

* a crescent shaped entrance

* a delta of excavated material

* where visible the angle of descent is shallow

* the apexes of the entrances facing each other in a simple U-shaped system

* or converging on one central point in a more developed system; several
entrances forming a T-shape in some systems



crescent shaped entrance
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Delta of excavated sediment

T:28208-fug-89 B7:88:36 R:11Z2 N:58.48208487,-7.2803819




Shallow angle of descent
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T:2028-Aug-12 B6:13:12 R:85 N:58.2388368,-9.8781952

Apexes facing each other

[:2828-Aug-89 B7:89:56 R:174 N:58.4817427,-7.2798583




Single burrow system Foras na Mara
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T:2820-Jul-89 15:86:52 R:85 N:51.4151843,-9.4392879 [:20828-Jul-18 18:34:56 R:82

T:20208-Jul-21 88:32:49 R:225 N:51.1285717,-8.3209200

T:2820-Jul-89 15:83:59 R:143 N:51.4147187,-9.4393953|
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Linear Burrow System
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T- shaped or further elaboration
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Discount flat c-shaped burrows




Discount circular burrows with
vertical drops
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R:81 N:51.1588563,-8.9425688)

[:26828-Jul-18 15:26:44

T:2828-Jul-18 19:89:28 R:?79 N:51.1574795,-8.9429633
[:2828-Jul-16 14:27: R:186 N:51.2188262,-5.9616912]




Species presence in a burrow entrance

Occasionally the presence of species in burrow
entrances may cause some confusion.

For example the presence of a squat lobster in a
burrow entrance with signature Nephrops
burrow characteristics should not result in
discounting this as a Nephrops burrow system.

The presence of Nephrops in a burrow entrance
as a sole feature for identification also requires
due caution as the animal may not be the
architect. Scared into burrow by sledge?
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Recently trawled ground

Areas that have recently been trawled also
disfigure burrow entrances.

Surface features flattened and burrows may be
reforming and not exhibit signature features.

Deep trench where the otter board/trawl door
has ploughed through the sediment.

Parallel grooves where the trawl’s bobbins (or
disks) on the groundrope have swept the area.

T:2820-Aug-89 13:22:16 R:87 N:58.5724827,-7.8259679




