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HAB Bulletin [status of harmful and toxic algae]   
Week runs from Sunday to Saturday 

Shellfish biotoxin report (last week) 

EU Regulatory Limit:  

ASP 20 µg/g; AZP 0.16 µg/g; DSP 0.16 µg/g; PSP 800  µg/kg 

Ireland: Current Conditions National Monitoring Programme 
Designated Sampling Sites  

= aquaculture site 

Toxin groups 

ASP = Amnesic Shellfish Poisoning; AZP = AZaspiracid Poisoning; 

DSP = Diarrhetic Shellfish Poisoning; PSP = Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning 

To subscribe to receive the Irish HAB Bulletin by eMail: http://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/about-us/marine-institute-subscriptions?language=en  
Under Marine Institute Subscriptions tick the HAB bulletin box, enter your email address at the bottom of the page, answer the security question (maths) and click on the subscribe 
button. To view them online: http://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/data-services/interactive-maps/weekly-hab-bulletin  

Week 15: 10th  ï 16th  Apr, 2015 
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HAB Bulletin [status of harmful and toxic algae]   

Ireland: Predictions 
Prediction for this week:  
ASP event: High 

AZP event: Low to medium 

DSP event: Low to medium 

PSP event: Low 
  

Why do we think this?  
ASP:  Sites where Pseudo-nitzschia species are present are showing cell levels are continuing to establish 

and increase, while background non toxic species cell levels are diminishing.  It is strongly advised to watch 

each sites unique conditions closely as toxic species may jump in levels. Additional molecular analysis of 

waters samples for last week revealed low levels of  the toxic species P.australis  present in SW bays. 

 

AZP:  Historically low levels of caution should apply at this time of the year however due to the geographical 

spread and persistent presence of Azadinium like cells, combined with a potential trend of low increases in 

biotoxin levels (still below reg limit) additional caution is currently advised. 

 

DSP: This is still early in the historical trend period and cell levels and biotoxins are very low to negligible.  

However current potential water movement patterns may increase the opportunity for this species to be 

transported to coastal sites. 

  

PSP: historical trends and current conditions indicate and event is unlikely to occur. 



HAB Bulletin [status of harmful and toxic algae]   

Ireland: Historic Conditions 
A look back at how last weeks biotoxin results compares to other years 

Ireland HISTORIC TRENDS  
 

Likely times for Shellfish Toxicity: does not include 

winter carry over of biotoxins 

 
ASP events:  mid-March to early May 

AZP events:  April to December 

DSP events:  May to December 

PSP events:  June to mid-July and end September; only in Cork Harbour 
 



DSP Dinophysis acuminata Dinophysis acuta 

Ireland: Last 3 weeks of available National Monitoring Programme data 

Ireland HAB & Biotoxin Distribution maps 

 [current status of harmful and toxic algae]   



AZP 

Ireland: Last 3 weeks of available National Monitoring Programme data 

Azadinium ï like spp. 

Ireland HAB & Biotoxin Distribution maps 

 [current status of harmful and toxic algae]   



ASP Pseudo-nitzschia spp. 

Ireland: Last 3 weeks of available National Monitoring Programme data 

Ireland HAB & Biotoxin Distribution maps 

 [current status of harmful and toxic algae]   

Taken from the literature: Of the 4 species (P. fraudulenta, P. australis, P. pungens and P. delicatissima) from Irish waters, 

tested for ASP toxins in culture work, only one, P. australis (from the ñP. seriataò group) was toxic.  

ñP. seriataò complex = large cells 
Taken from the literature: 

7 species confirmed in Irish waters  

ñP. delicatissimaò complex = small cells 
Taken from the literature:  

3 species confirmed in Irish waters 



PSP Alexandrium spp. 

Ireland: Last 3 weeks of available National Monitoring Programme data 

Ireland HAB & Biotoxin Distribution maps 

 [current status of harmful and toxic algae]   


