
marine.ieThe Marine Institute is Ireland’s national agency responsible for marine research, technology development and 
innovation. By building ocean knowledge and delivering ocean services, the Institute aims to empower Ireland 
and its people to safeguard and harness our ocean wealth.

Exploring Our Marine
Our Atlantic Ocean 
•	 �The Atlantic Ocean covers 20 per cent of the earth’s surface and is the 

second largest ocean in the world, after the Pacific. Of all the world’s oceans, 
the Atlantic is the saltiest. 

•	 �Ireland’s 880,000km² marine territory extends into the North Atlantic Ocean. 
The Atlantic is important to our daily lives – it influences the weather, 
facilitates our trade industry, provides us with seafood, and the opportunity 
to enjoy recreation activities off the coast.

•	 �In 2013, the European Union, Canada and the United States of America 
signed the Galway Statement, providing the first step in All-Atlantic 
cooperation. Since the signing of the Galway Statement, various countries 
have committed to connecting their initiatives to support transatlantic 
cooperation. These nations work together to share resources and cooperate 
on marine research and innovation, to promote the sustainable management 
of the Atlantic Ocean.

•	 �The Marine Institute collaborates with the scientific community, nationally 
and internationally, to explore, understand and harness our ocean wealth. 
The Marine Institute works with Atlantic partners across a range of research 
projects, seabed mapping activities and ocean and climate observation and 
monitoring programmes. 


