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Exploring Our Marine
Ports and Shipping
•	 �As an island nation, Ireland is dependent on ports and shipping services to transport 

goods to a much greater extent than our European trading partners. Over 90% of  
our merchandise trade is moved though Irish ports. 

•	 �Shipping and maritime operations and services occur predominately through the 
ports of Dublin, Cork, Shannon Foynes, Waterford, Rosslare with other regional ports 
also making a significant contribution.

•	 �There are about 142 ferry departures from Irish ports each week. 99 of these operate 
from Dublin to Great Britain, 28 from Rosslare to Great Britain, and 15 from Ireland to 
the continent of Europe - Belgium, France, the Netherlands and Spain. 

•	 �Dublin Port is the largest port and handles almost 50% of Ireland’s trade. Over 1.76 
million tourists visit Dublin Port through the ferries and cruise vessels calling to the 
port.   

•	 �Shipping and maritime transport services make a significant contribution to Ireland’s 
ocean economy. In 2018, the sector generated €2.3 billion in turnover and employed 
over 5,000 people.  

•	 �The Marine Institute’s Irish Maritime Development Office (IMDO) supports the 
development, promotion and marketing of Ireland’s shipping and shipping services 
sector. The IMDO also supports the development of Irish ports and the education  
and training needs of the maritime transport industry.


