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Exploring Our Marine
Sea Our Discoveries  
•	 �Scientists from the Marine Institute as well as other agencies and 

third level institutions have carried out many expeditions in Irish and 
international waters which has led to some incredible discoveries in 
our ocean. 

•	 �In 2011, an Irish-led scientific expedition on board the Marine 
Institute’s RV Celtic Explorer discovered the Moytirra Deep Sea 
hydrothermal vent field along the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, north of the 
Azores, Portugal. The vents were discovered 3,000 metres under the 
sea, using the Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) Holland I.

•	 �In 2017, scientists recorded the deepest known occurrence of a 
cold-water coral reef in Irish waters during an expedition along the 
Porcupine Bank and Continental Shelf. The reef, known as  
Solenosmilia variabilis was filmed at depths of 1,600 metres. 

•	 �In 2018, an Irish-led team of scientists discovered a very rare shark 
nursery 200 miles off the west coast of Ireland. While surveying the 
seafloor at a depth of 750 metres the ROV Holland 1 came across a 
large number of egg cases, also known as mermaid’s purses. It’s the 
largest shark nursery that’s ever been found in Irish waters.


