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Exploring Our Marine
Lehanagh Pool  
•	 �The Marine Institute operates a marine research site in Bertraghboy 

Bay, Connemara, Co Galway, known as Lehanagh Pool. 

•	 �Lehanagh Pool is used for national and internationally funded research 
projects, which aim to improve and develop environmentally sustainable 
aquaculture methods and techniques. 

•	 �One method is Integrated Multi-Trophic Aquaculture (IMTA), which 
involves growing different species of plants and animals together in a 
way that benefits the whole ecosystem. 

•	 �The species at the Lehanagh Pool site include Atlantic Salmon, the 
European lobster, King scallop, sea urchins and sea cucumbers. 
Seaweed species such as Kelp are also grown on longlines. 

•	 �Growing shellfish and seaweed species in close proximity to fed fish 
mimics what occurs in the ocean and creates an ecosystem where the 
wastage and environmental impacts are reduced, and the productivity 
and diversity of products from the site is increased.

•	 �Lehanagh Pool is also an important monitoring site and data collection 
hub, measuring a variety of environmental parameters as indicators of 
long-term climate change and ecosystem health. 


