Exploring Qur Varwee

Our ocean is our greatest national resource

Over half the oxygen we breathe is produced in the ocean.
The ocean plays an important role in regulating our climate and weather.

The ocean provides us with food such as fish and shellfish. Ireland’s

seafood industry is valued at €1.25 billion.

Our oceans supports diverse ecosystems and a range of marine life, from
microscopic plants and animals known as phytoplankton and zooplankton

to the largest animal on earth, the blue whale.

Our ocean is a gateway for shipping and also a means of transport.

More than 90% of the world's trade is carried by ships.

Around 40% of Ireland’s population live within five kilometres of the
coastline, providing opportunities for tourism and recreation activities.

Ireland’s ocean economy had a turnover of €6.2 billion in 2018, and also - - .
provides employment for 34,130 people. o - . gma}/jﬂe ol 7=

The Marine Institute is the national agency responsible for marine research, technology development and . . . .
innovation in Ireland. By building ocean knowledge and delivering ocean services, the Marine Institute aims to | . mal"l ne. | e
empower Ireland and its people to safeguard and harness our ocean wealth.




