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e Newport Research
Facility in Co Mayo has been
in operation since 1955, and
has been part of the Marine
Institute since 1999. The facility
is located in the Burrishoole
Valley between a freshwater
lake (Lough Feeagh) and a
tidal, brackish lake (Lough
Furnace) which enters Clew
Bay and then the Atlantic
Ocean.

The Newport Research
Facility is a hub for national
and international research
with Marine Institute staff,
collaborating researchers and
students based at the facility.
Research focuses on a wide
range of topics including fish
ecology, genetics, population
dynamics and advice for

a broad range of species

including salmon, sea trout, eel,

sea bass, blue fin tuna, pollack
and stickleback. There are also
a range of research projects
on oceanography and the

long-term impacts of climate

change on aquatic ecosystems.

The research carried out at
Newport utilises the unique
features of the facility. The
fish traps at the ‘Salmon Leap
Trap' and the ‘Mill Race Trap'
are located between Lough
Furnace and Lough Feeagh
and monitor all movements of
fish to and from freshwater. A
full record of all movements
from 1970 is available.

Burrishoole is one of the few
places in the world where every
single migratory fish moving in
or out of the catchment can be
counted!

Micro-tagged salmon are
released as smolts in the
catchment and recovered as
adults in the fish traps on their
return from the ocean and
provide estimates of salmon
mortality at sea.

A range of freshwater salmon
fish rearing facilities are

also in operation at the
Newport Research Facility.
This includes a holding pond,
isolated hatchery units for egg
incubation and hatching, as
well as indoor and outdoor
rearing tanks and a new

state of the art Recirculating
Aquaculture System (RAS).
Aquaculture research is an
important element of the work
carried out at Newport and is
linked to the Marine Institute's
aquaculture research site in
Galway.

The Burrishoole catchment

at Newport is also a site for
research into freshwater and
brackish ecosystems and their
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Did you know?

Newport is a unique facility
where freshwater, brackish and
marine ecosystems interact.
These features and the long
time series of diverse data sets
attracts high calibre national
and international researchers
to the facility.

The biggest salmon recorded in the Burrishoole
catchment was 8.6kg and 90cm long, and the oldest

eel was 54 years old!






