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There are plenty of strange and
scary creatures lurking in the dark,
cold depths of our ocean. The
deep sea starts at around 200m
below the surface of the ocean.

A ‘twilight' zone extends down to
1,000m deep and the light here is
extremely faint. Beyond this depth
is absolute darkness.

Orange roughy were once known
as 'slimeheads’ because of the
mucus-producing canals on their
heads. This fish is notable for its
extraordinary lifespan as they can
live for more than 100 years.

Anglerfish have huge heads
and enormous crescent-shaped
mouths filled with sharp,
translucent teeth. It has a lure

above its mouth, which it waves
around to attract prey, relying on
camouflage to conceal its true’
identity. When the prey is in range,
it is snapped up into the fish's huge
mouth and gulped down.

With a ferocious mouthful

of teeth, it's easy to see how

the Fangtooth fish got its

name. Despite their menacing
teeth, these fish are harmless to
humans and are quite small in size.
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Giant squid live up to their name
- the largest giant squid ever
recorded by scientists was almost
13m long. They can catch their
prey up to 10 metres away by
shooting out their two feeding
tentacles, which are covered

with hundreds of sharp-toothed
suckers.

The deep ocean is also home to
many delicate cold-water coral
reefs, which provide a habitat

for a variety of marine species,
including fish, sea pens, sponges,
worms and crustaceans.

deep-water species and

The Marine Institute carries
out surveys on the RV Celtic
Explorer to monitor the

coral reef habitats in-
Irish waters. These
surveys help us better
understand Ireland's
deep sea territory

to help protect

and monitor -

our marine
biodiversity.
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