
HAB Bulletin [status of harmful and toxic algae]

Week runs from Sunday to Saturday 

Ireland: Predictions

ASP event: Low , fluctuating.
AZP event: High SW , constant fluctuating.
DSP event:      Moderate to high (SW), all area general caution.
PSP event:  Moderate to low W,re. suitable environmental conditions . 

ASP:   Low to  Moderate(W,SW) fluctuating levels of cells in coastal areas , possibly related to changing environmental 
and transportation conditions. Low  toxin levels in general and  currently no immediate indications of sudden increases.

AZP:    8 week presence of potentially increasing toxins and/or spreading  ,particularly SW. Transportation movements 
and environmental conditions may add to increased risk in some areas. Additional high caution advised. Constantly 
fluctuating trend . 

DSP:   Moderate to high (SW) , further transportation of cells possible, late season activity possible. Temporary 
traditional seasonal closures still possible , generally low levels only. Suitable environmental conditions expected . 

PSP: 4 week stable. Moderate specific sites (W,S). Lower levels  in non traditionally affected areas at present. 
Alexandrium cells can occur in both toxic and non toxic forms. Suitable environmental conditions and transportation 
possible.

Blooms: Continued high to very high, all warm sheltered inner bay areas: Seasonal  blooms of both beneficial and detrimental species 
possible in areas with suitable environmental conditions is Coscinodiscus,Phaeocystisand Noctiluca spp.. Transient wind driven blooms of 
some species causing localised coloured seawater patchesor general sea foam, may temporarily accumulate on shores. While heavy rainfall 
may also cause visual changes, any unusual water discoloration should always be noted and regional labs contacted  if concerned /regarding 
possible need for additional sampling. All feedback is welcome  at dave.Clarke@marine.ie
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Week 35: August 28thïSept 3rd 2022

Based on  sites tested
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HAB Bulletin [status of harmful and toxic algae]

National Monitoring Programme
HISTORIC TRENDS 

ASP events: mid-March to early May

AZP events: April to December

DSP events: May to December

PSP events: June to mid-July and end September. Previously very site specific..
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Levels from week 1 to present week. Regulatorylimit - - - - - - -



DSP  and  Dinophysis sp. current trends

Ireland HAB & Biotoxin Distribution maps

[current status of harmful and toxic algae]

Phytoplankton species ςlast 3 wks.

All levels of DSP biotoxin  recorded - last 3 wks.

Current closures levels
Ó DSP  0.16 µg/g

Comments
35: Moderate to high in specific 

areas. Causative cells and 
toxins expected to continue to 
remain present for next few 
weeks. Late season activity 

possible. Environmental 
conditions  suitable.



Ireland HAB & Biotoxin Distribution maps

[current status of harmful and toxic algae]

Phytoplankton species ςlast 3 wks. All levels of AZP biotoxin  recorded - last 3 wks.

AZP  and  Azadinium like species  current trends

Current closures levels
Ó AZP  0.16 µg/g

Comments
Wk. 35  ï8 week pattern -

All areas experiencing 
relative increase /presence 
in potential cells. Previously 
warned increasing levels in 

SW require additional 
caution. 



ASP

Ireland HAB & Biotoxin Distribution maps

[current status of harmful and toxic algae]

ASP  and  Pseudo nitzschia sp.  current trends

Current closures levels
ÓASP 20 µg/g

Comments
Wk. 35 ïFluctuating. 

Individual species within the 
complex grouping can differ 

in toxin levels present. 
Additional caution during 

sporadic cell level increases 
and presence.

Phytoplankton species ςlast 3 wks.

All levels of ASP biotoxin  recorded ςlast 3 wks.


