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Exploring Our Marine
•	�Ireland’s new marine research vessel is named after the renowned Irish explorer Tom 

Crean, who undertook three ground-breaking expeditions to the Antarctic in the early 
years of the 20th Century.

•	�The RV Tom Crean will enable 300 operational days a year at sea and can 
accommodate up to 26 personnel on board, including 14 scientists. The 52.8 metre 
vessel is designed to go to sea for at least 21 days at a time, even in harsh weather 
conditions. 

•	�The RV Tom Crean will carry out a wide range of marine research activities including 
expanded fisheries and deep sea surveys, environmental monitoring, climate change 
related research, seabed mapping and marine spatial planning. It will also maintain and 
deploy weather buoys, observational infrastructure and our Remotely Operated Vehicle 
(ROV) Holland I.

•	�Based in Galway, the RV Tom Crean will be used by the Marine Institute, other state 
agencies, and universities to undertake research and surveys. The research vessel will 
provide vital access to our seas and ocean for conducting marine science and ocean 
observing.  

•	�The RV Tom Crean will enable the Marine Institute to continue to lead and support vital 
scientific surveys that contribute to Ireland’s position as a leader in marine science.   
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