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Exploring Our Marine
Our Fishery Species 
•	 �Irish waters contain some of the most productive fishing grounds in Europe and we 

depend on these fisheries for food and employment. 

•	 �Although there are over 350 different species of fish in the waters around Ireland, 
only around 60 species are fished commercially. 

•	 �Some of the species of fish which are commercially important to Ireland include 
mackerel, horse mackerel, boarfish, blue whiting, herring, cod, whiting, haddock, 
saithe, hake, megrim, anglerfish (monkfish), plaice, sole, halibut, john dory and 
salmon. 

•	 �Other marine species which are also fished commercially in Ireland include oysters, 
mussels, prawns, periwinkles, crabs, lobsters, scallops, whelks and squid. 

•	 �Scientists at the Marine Institute carry out research on board the RV Celtic Explorer 
and RV Celtic Voyager, sample catches on fishing vessels at sea and sample 
landings at ports all around Ireland. 

•	 �Marine Institute scientists collect information to help build a picture of the current 
state of each fish stock. This is then used for future management and to identify 
research needs.

•	 �An overview of the scientific assessments and advice on the fish stocks of interest 
to Ireland, are published annually by the Marine Institute in The Stock Book. 


