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Exploring Our Marine
A Smack of Jellyfish
•	 �Jellyfish of all shapes and sizes can be found in Irish waters, particularly 

during the Summer. A bloom or group of jellyfish is called a ‘smack’. 

•	 �Moon Jellyfish are white or opaque, bell-shaped jellyfish with four 
distinctive rings in their centre. These jellies are considered harmless as 
they don’t give a noticeable sting. Like many jellyfish, they live for part 
of their lives like anemones, stuck to the seafloor!

•	 �The tiny Sea Gooseberry is also harmless. Much like the fruit, they are 
spherical with lines running down their sides. They are a type of comb 
jellyfish with iridescent hairs or ‘combs’ along their sides which allow the 
jelly to swim. 

•	 �Compass Jellyfish are distinctive with a white bell and clear brown lines 
radiating out from a central circle, similar to a compass used on old 
ships. This species has long frilly tentacles and a moderate sting. 

•	 �The Lion’s Mane Jellyfish is well known because they can grow very 
large and can deliver a severe sting. These jellyfish are brown and 
orange with a dense mass of tentacles under the bell.

•	 �Jellyfish are called smugairle róin in Irish, the English translation of this 
is seal spit! 


