Ireland’s Great Marine Explorers

® One of the earliest known Irish explorers was St Brendan the Navigator, born in 484 AD in
Tralee, Co Kerry. He is known for his legendary quest to a mythical island, somewhere in the
North Atlantic.

® Francis Crozier (1796 - 1848) from Banbridge in Co Down, sailed on six Arctic expeditions.
In 1839 he joined a four-year voyage naming locations in Antarctica. Crozier assumed
command of the Franklin expedition to the North West Passage in 1847, and led the crew
across the Arctic after their two ships became trapped in ice. None of the 129 men survived.

® Born in Kilkea in Co Kildare, Ernest Shackleton (1874 — 1922) is best known for leading the
Endurance expedition to Antarctica in 1914. The ship Endurance became trapped in ice in
early 1915, and the crew lived on floating ice before travelling by lifeboats to Elephant
Island. Shackleton and five crew members set out on a 1,300km journey in an open lifeboat
to reach South Georgia and trekked 48km to a whaling station. All 28 crew were rescued in
1916.

® A native of Annascaul in Co Kerry, Tom Crean (1877 — 1938) volunteered for Robert Falcon
Scott's Discovery expedition in 1901 and for his Terra Nova expedition in 1910. During the
Terra Noua expedition, Crean made an 18 hour solo journey in desperate conditions to save
the life of a fellow crew member. In 1914, he joined Ernest Shackleton on the Endurance
expedition and was among the six crew members who embarked on the rescue mission to
South Georgia.

The Marine Institute is Ireland's national agency responsible for marine research, technology development and
innovation. By building ocean knowledge and delivering ocean services, the Institute aims to empower Ireland
and its people to safeguard and harness our ocean wealth.
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